
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PASTOR’S PENNINGS 
I get depressed sometimes. 

Can God help me give thanks even when the chips are down?  Can He help me deal 
with discouragement? 
 Do you ever feel that things you do really don’t make a difference? 
 Is it sometimes difficult to see the results of your hard work? 
 This month we are going to celebrate Thanksgiving Day!  Perhaps you are debating 
whether you are going to have a lot of people over and have all the trimmings, from the 
big Tom turkey to the pumpkin pie.  The idea may sound good unless you are having 
some very difficult times. 
 If you are, you might be tempted to ask, “What’s the point?  Why do I keep trying?”  
If times are rough and there seems like there is nothing to give thanks for, then all the 
celebrating will seem cheap and hollow. 
 I know a man who, by no fault of his own, can’t seem to keep a job for more than a 
year or two.  He’s to the point where he expects to be laid off whenever cutbacks 
happen.  Discouraging?  Yes, definitely. 
 When events in our lives lead us to be depressed or discouraged, two reactions 
come rather easily to us.  The first is blaming God for the problems.  The second is 
thinking that somehow God is punishing us for something we have done.  However, 
neither of these reactions is correct.  That attitude will lead us away from thanksgiving. 
 The problem lies not with God; it lies with sin.  All of life’s problems come as a result 
of living in a world filled with sin.  These problems include layoffs at work, health 
problems, family issues, and others.  We’d have to get rid of sin to remove the troubles 
and problems that discourage us.  But that’s something we could spend the rest of our 
lives trying to accomplish and never complete the task.  Thankfully, God accomplished 
what we are unable to. 
 We deserve to be sentenced under the judgment of God for everything we do or 
say or think that violates God’s will for us to live perfect lives.  But the Bible gives us the 
good news from God that “as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our 
transgressions from us” (Psalm 103:12).  In tremendous love for us, God took away all of 
our sins and laid them on Jesus.  He charged His Son with our guilt.  Jesus, our Savior, 
suffered the punishment that we deserved.  He died to free us from eternal death. 
 Even though we experience discouragement in our life, nothing can take away the 
peace we have in Jesus, who took away our sins.  Through faith in our Savior, we are 
children of God.  Every day God is at our side helping us through difficult times.  
Confidently trusting in Him, our discouragement's melt into calm assurance that our 
loving God is always leading us.  What a wonderful reason to give thanks to God this 
Thanksgiving and every day of our lives. 
 
PRAYER LIST    
Luke 11:13 - “If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 
him!” 
 We have a lot of reasons to thank the Lord.  On September 29th, Russell and Jean 
Luebking celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary.  Doug Dinse found a good new job 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

here in town and will not have to move.  Darlene Kidd had successful knee surgery.  
Jeanie Quam had successful back surgery.  Duane and Sunny Stuever celebrated their 
20th wedding anniversary.  Joy Hahn celebrated her retirement from her secretary job 
with the National Guard.  God is good!  May His name always be praised!  Please thank 
God for the joy that He has granted these people as well as His presence in their time of 
need. 
* Please pray that God would comfort and show compassion on the survivors of those 
who lost loved ones.  Bev Quam lost her mom last month and so did Bonnie Barnett.  
Audley Gale’s victory celebration was here at the church.  Bev Quam’s family will get 
together later this month. 
* Laurie Beaty has asked for our prayers.  She and her husband, Chad, have lost their 
home and have to be moved out by November 6th.  They need to find an apartment 
adequate for themselves and their three children.  If anyone knows of some available 
housing, please let Pastor know.  Please ask God to strengthen their faith during this 
stressful and difficult time. 
* This month is the time when God will give us a new government.  Let us pray that God 
would bless our country and give her new leaders wisdom to rule justly and honestly 
and that they would be willing servants of the true God, ready to do His will, in all 
things.  Ask that God would bless the church and her mission through the law and order 
that good government provides.  Please pray that God would bless the governmental 
leaders who will be leaving office.  Thank the Lord for the freedoms we have been 
granted that so few other countries in the history of the world have had.  It is in fact a 
tremendous blessing to be able to pick new leaders through the voting process rather 
than through prolonged wars.  
 
STEWARDSHIP  
 The Church Relocation/Renovation, Norman Mission, and Education Committees 
have been formed to carry out the instruction of the Voters’ Body.  These committees 
have each had an organizational meeting at which they selected a chairman and 
secretary.  In addition, each committee has met and began their study of those items 
presented by the Voters’ Body.  Each month an article will appear in the newsletter 
giving you some of the thoughts of the committees as they study certain aspects of 
what Holy Cross congregation can do to carry out the Lord’s work.  If anyone would like 
to serve on these committees, or you know of someone who would like to be on the 
committees, please contact the Chairman of the Board of Stewardship or the President 
of the congregation. 
 
EVANGELISM 
 The Outreach Board is planning to reach out to the Kingspark community by inviting 
people who will otherwise celebrate Thanksgiving alone, to celebrate with us.  Details 
are in another article.  The Board and the Evangelism Committee plan to make a large 
mailing to newcomers in Moore and Oklahoma City during November. 
 So why are we so excited about getting the word out about the Savior?  Well, it may 
mean the difference between heaven and hell, eternal life or eternal death.  Look at 
how zealous Jesus was to get the word out.  When His critics saw Him eating with 
Zacchaeus, Jesus said, “The Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”  Unlike 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

the noted rabbis and the great philosophers, Jesus went looking for disciples.  And He 
looked in some pretty unlikely places.  He paid attention to a woman in Samaria and 
pretended to ignore another woman from Syro-Phoenicia.  He fed more than 5,000 
curiosity seekers and healed some people who didn’t even know how to ask.  Love 
didn’t need another reason for outreach.  But outreach was never enough.  His public 
teaching and private counseling with the Gospel were what connected people to the 
Father through Him, connected people to the life He was living for them and the death 
He would die for them.  Preaching the Gospel would make sense of His empty tomb and 
assure them that theirs would be one day empty too.  In solemn words of 
commissioning Jesus told his resurrection-shocked disciples, “As the Father has sent me, 
I am sending you.”  His mission - that’s what the word “sent” means - has become ours.  
What a joy it is to be tools of God as members of Holy Cross in the work of sharing the 
Good News.  It definitely is a labor of love. 
 
VOTERS’ BODY MEETING 
 The 2009 Holy Cross congregational budget was adopted during the Voters’ Body 
Meeting held on October 19th.  The following is the budget totals for each of the 
Boards.  Details of the items which make up the budget totals for each of the Boards is 
available as shown on the budget pages which are posted on the church bulletin board 
in the fellowship room. 
 Board of Elders - $84,623.00 
 Board of Education - $7,965.00 
 Board of Stewardship - $3,580.00 
 Board of Property Management - $21,564.00 
 Board of Outreach - $6,655.00 
 Information Technology Committee $1,500.00 
 35th Anniversary Committee - $1,500.00 
  BUDGET TOTAL - $124,887.00 
 Synod Missions $29,000.00 
The Nominating Committee presented a list of candidates for the church offices and 
boards.  Those listed as candidates for the offices were elected by a unanimous vote.  
They will be installed into their offices during a worship service in early December and 
start serving the first of January 2009.  The officers and board members for 2009 are as 
follows:  President - Scott Peters; Secretary - Patrick Roberts; Treasurer - Byron 
Shoumaker; Financial Secretary - Gene Hill. 
 Elders:  Terry Eischen; Dean Thomas, Al Cardwell, Butch Barnett, Eric Hanson. 
 Education:  Craig Ballinger; Doug Dinse; Don Chaddock. 
 Stewardship:  Arthur Wolf; John Tahah; Paul Barnett. 
 Outreach:  Kris Timm; Marty Kinnamon; Robert Barnett; Doug Hahn. 
 Property Management:  Duane Stuever; Shawn Stuever; Tom Finney; Ron Moths; 
Gerald Cartwright. 
  
MARY-MARTHA GUILD NEWS 
 Pastor Strackbein presented a book of spiritual poems, written by Barbara 
Strackbein’s mother.  All those interested in purchasing a copy of the book may contact 
Pastor Strackbein.  An invitation for a Thanksgiving dinner at Holy Cross is presented in 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

the quarterly edition of the Kingspark Newsletter. 
 For their devotion, the ladies viewed an inspirational DVD on LWMS rallies.   
 Anyone interested in becoming an officer of the Guild, namely a reporter or 
president, please contact Joyce Hendrickson - 912-3296. 
 A new Altar Guild has been formed to help set up the altar for Communion and 
non-Communion services.  If you would be interested in serving on this guild, please put 
your name on the sign-up sheet on the church bulletin board. 
 To allow more ladies from Holy Cross to participate in the Mary-Martha Guild, the 
ladies have moved their meeting date from Monday afternoons to Saturday mornings.  
The next LWMS meeting will be Saturday, November 18th at 10:00AM 
 
FALL FESTIVAL 
Everyone young and old, along with the Pioneers and Youth Group are invited to the Fall 
Festival to be held on October 31st beginning at 7:00PM.  A devotion, story time, snacks, 
and all kinds of activities are planned for the evening.  Dress in your Halloween finery 
and come to have some scary fun. 
 
THANKSGIVING DINNER 
 This year, several Holy Cross families have decided to get together and celebrate a 
Thanksgiving meal at the church after our Thanksgiving service.  All members are invited 
and may bring relatives along.  There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board for anyone 
who wants to be a part of this activity.  If you want to participate, please coordinate 
with those who have signed up to see what food to bring. 
 The Board of Outreach has extended an invitation to the residents of the Kingspark 
neighborhood that has nowhere to spend Thanksgiving dinner, to spend it with us.  The 
registration cutoff for the neighborhood will be November 13th so those who have 
volunteered to provide the food will know how much to bring.  Even if you have other 
plans, pray that the meal will provide some mission opportunities. 
 
THANKSGIVING FAMILIES 
Once again Holy Cross congregation will be providing Thanksgiving food baskets to 
needy families this year.  Please bring non-perishable food items for these food baskets 
and leave them in the fellowship area not later than November 23rd. 
 
HURRICANE RELIEF 
The hurricane that struck the Louisiana coast this summer did extensive water and flood 
damage to the church in Alexandria, Louisiana.  To help the congregation with clean up 
and damage repair the WELS Committee on Relief sent $60,000.00 to the congregation.  
All disasters such as this throughout the world are responded to by the WELS 
Committee on Relief from funds provided by WELS members.  To help replace the 
monies dispersed by the Committee on Relief, the Holy Cross Voters’ Body has 
designated that the Thanksgiving Day offerings be sent to the Committee on Relief.  So, 
may the Lord lead you to give generously from the blessing He has bestowed upon you 
during this past year. 
 
NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS FOR PASTOR 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

For reasons beyond our control, the old e-mail address for Pastor, 
pastorholycrossokc@wels.net, will no longer be usable after January 1st.  The new 
address is pastorholycross@coxinet.net.  It works right now, so please make the change 
in your address book. 
 
ADVENT SERVICES 
Holy Cross will once again celebrate Advent with three services on Wednesday nights at 
7:00PM beginning on December 3rd.  Although the specific theme has not been chosen 
yet, the format will probably be like last year with three or four brief messages instead 
of one sermon.  These messages will be interspersed with a lot of Advent hymns and 
carols.  Make plans now to attend this oasis of calm in the middle of what is usually a 
very hectic time. 
 
TODDLER CHURCH TRAINING 
The Board of Education has organized a group of women to take turns watching and 
providing simple religious activities for toddlers whose parents want to help during Bible 
Study and church.  If you are a parent who would like to take advantage of this service, 
please contact Education Board Chairman and Sunday School Superintendent, Craig 
Ballinger - 615-1340.  On Sunday morning you can find him back with the Sunday school 
children in the education wing. 
 
WORSHIP SEMINAR AT HOLY CROSS 
 Starting in August, the choir has sung new hymns that are in a Hymnal Supplement 
that WELS has recently published.  The congregation has also sung several of these 
hymns as inserts in the bulletin.  WELS plans on publishing a new hymn book every 30 
years and a supplement on the 15th year in between hymn books.  This is the 15th year 
since the publishing of our current hymn book, “Christian Worship.” 
 On Saturday, November 22nd, from 9:30-12:30PM, Pastor Brian Doebler will 
introduce the supplement to our circuit.  Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend 
and bring along questions.  Registration must be done on line at, 
www.wels.net/jump/CWSupplement.  If you need help or don’t have a computer, call 
me and I would be happy to register you.  There are several registration options, but the 
two principle ones are $10 for the cost of materials if you bring your own supplement or 
$20 if you want them to mail your copy of the supplement to the church.  The regular 
cost of the supplement is around $14, so getting it at the seminar is a deal.  Various 
hymns, liturgies and new Psalms will be demonstrated. 
 The Elders will be putting out a survey later this year to see what is the interest 
level about the new supplement.  A Voters’ decision will be made early in January to see 
whether the congregation wants to purchase the supplement or whether the current 
license we have to copy individual hymns and use the new communion liturgy in the 
pew needs to be renewed.  In other words, if we buy the supplement, we will not need 
to renew the license.  Listening to the presentations at the seminar would help you to 
better evaluate whether this would be a positive tool for our worship of God at Holy 
Cross.                                        Pastor Strackbein 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SPECIAL OFFERING FUNDS 
Holy Cross congregation presently has 12 different special offering funds which are 
available for members of the congregation to contribute to with the blessings given by 
the Lord.  This is the fifth of a six part series which will explain the purpose of each fund, 
when it was established and the amount of monies in the fund. 
 Youth Group Fund 
 Established:  January 2008 
 Funds available:  $25.00 
To defray the costs of needs and activities relative to the Youth Group (high school age).  
Please contact the Board of Education and the Finance Committee for more 
information. 
 Church Renovation/Expansion Fund 
 Established:  January 2008 
 Funds available:  $490.00 
To defray the costs of any major church renovation or expansion.  Please contact the 
Board of Property Management and the Finance Committee for more information. 
 
INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR OFFERING RECORDS 
 The “envelope” is a worship tool similar to the hymnal and other items we use to 
aid our worship.  It provides an orderly system for us to return to our Lord a portion of 
the abundant blessings He has showered on us.  As part of our worship, the offering 
provides a way to thank Him for those blessings.  An unused envelope can serve as a 
reminder that we have missed a giving opportunity. 
 The offering envelope provides a way to communicate how you wish your offering 
to be used in the Lord’s work.  In your envelope packet there are envelopes provided for 
various areas of giving.  The white envelope is the regular Sunday envelope.  You may 
wish your offering in an envelope to be used for several different funds.  Be sure to 
indicate on the envelope the amount that is to go to each fund.  The other envelopes in 
the packet are identified as to their special use. 
 Holy Cross has other “funds” and “memorials” for which your packet has no 
designated envelope.  A list of those funds is posted on the bulletin board.  Any 
envelope may be used for these areas of giving.  To identify the fund you wish to 
designate, write on the envelope or enclose a note stating how you want the money to 
be used.  Your wishes will be followed.  If there are no specific instructions the offering 
will go into the General Fund.  The envelope is kept for record.  If you forget to bring an 
envelope you may wish to place a check in the offering plate.  This is fine; the amount of 
your check will be credited to your offering record.  If you wish your offering to be used 
other than in the General Fund, in the case of no envelope, be sure to write how you 
wish it to be used at the bottom of the check. 
 There are times when needs arise such as storms, personal disasters or other crises.  
At this time you will be advised of the need and a special envelope will be provided to 
enable you to help in this area of the Lord’s work. 
 All envelopes are kept for a period of time as a backup for the computer record.  
The giving of each individual member is strictly a personal matter and is kept strictly 
confidential. 
 At the end of the year the Financial Secretary will give you a report of your 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

contributions for your personal record. 
 If you have a question, suggestion or need further clarification, please feel free to 
talk with the Financial Secretary or an Elder. 
 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
The Children’s Christmas Eve Service practice will begin on Saturday, November 22nd 
from 10:00-11:30AM.  The first practice on Saturday, November 22nd will be an 
organizational practice with the assigning of parts for those in the 1st grade through 
confirmation age.  Then on Saturdays, November 29th, December 6th, 13th, and 20th, 
the 4 and 5 year old children will meet from 9:30-10:00AM, and those in the 1st grade 
through confirmation will meet from 9:30-11:30AM.  Someone from the Board of 
Education will be contacting all parents in the near future to confirm participation of 
their children.  See you at practice. 
 
Poems and Hymns of Praise - by Delores Staats 
(Barbara Strackbein’s mom) 
 
 The summer days have flown away, 
 Too soon their long and sunny hours 
 Have spent themselves in grand array 
 With song of birds and wild flowers. 
 
 Each morning, now, we watch the mist 
 That rises o’er the lake each day, 
 The colored leaves with sunshine kissed 
 Let go their stem and float away. 
 
 So quickly, too, our children grow 
 And leave behind their childish way; 
 Become adults before we know 
 And leave the nest to move away. 
 
 We, too, should learn we’re growing old; 
 Our hearts to wisdom turn each day. 
 Our life is but a tale that’s told; 
 We bloom and finally fade away! 
 
 
IT WAS ONLY A QUARTER! 
 Several years ago, a Christian from out-of-state moved to Houston, TX.  As a 
Christian he always wore a Christian fish symbol on his lapel.  Some weeks after he 
arrived he had an occasion to ride the bus from his home to the downtown area.  When 
he sat down, he discovered that the driver had accidentally given him a quarter too 
much change.  As he considered what to do, he thought to himself, “You better give the 
quarter back, it would be wrong to keep it.”  Then he thought, “Oh forget it, it’s only a 
quarter.  Who would worry about this little amount anyway, the bus company gets too 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

much fare; they will never miss it.  Accept it as a ‘gift from God’ and keep quiet.” 
 When his stop came, he paused momentarily at the door and then handed the 
quarter to the driver and said, “Here you gave me too much change.” 
 The driver, with a smile, replied, “I see that you are a Christian.  I have been 
thinking a lot lately about going somewhere to worship.  I just wanted to see what you 
would do when I gave you too much change.  If you don’t mind would it be all right if I 
went with you to your church next Sunday?” 
 Our lives are the only Bible some people will ever read.  Always be on guard and 
remember -- you carry the name of Christ on your shoulders when you call yourself a 
“Christian.” 
 
CELL PHONE VS. BIBLE 
Ever wonder what would happen if we treated our Bible like we treat our cell phone? 
.  What if we carried it around in our purses or pockets? 
.  What if we flipped through it several times a day? 
.  What if we turned back to go get it if we forgot it? 
.  What if we used it to receive messages from the text? 
.  What if we treated it like we couldn’t live without it? 
.  What if we gave it to kids as gifts? 
.  What if we used it when we traveled? 
.  What if we used it in case of emergency? 
Oh, and one more thing, unlike our cell phone, we don’t have to worry about our Bible 
being disconnected because Jesus already paid the bill. 
 
WATCH! 
Watch your thoughts:  They become words. 
Watch your words; they become actions. 
Watch your actions; they become habits. 
Watch your habits; they become character. 
Watch your character; it becomes your destiny. 
 
SOUP CAN LABELS/CEREAL BOX TOPS 
Please bring your Campbell soup labels and cereal box top coupons and give them to 
Dina Shoumaker.  Gethsemane Lutheran School can redeem the labels and box tops for 
school supplies.  
 
FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR 
Don’t forget the flower sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the fellowship room. 
 
NOVEMBER GREETERS 
Nov.  2 - Charlie & Bev Quam 
Nov.  9 - Byron & Dina Shoumaker 
Nov. 16 - Dean & Lynn Thomas 
Nov. 23 - Tom & Georgia Bigaouette 
Nov. 30 - Al & Carol Cardwell 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER CLEANING LIST 
Nov.  1 - Shawn Stuever Family 
Nov.  8 - Duane & Sunny Stuever/Barnett Family 
Nov. 15 - Scott & Carole Peters/Byron & Dina Shoumaker 
Nov. 22 - Eric & Diane Hanson/Chris & Mindy Chaddock 
Nov. 29 - Tom & Janet Finney/Gerry & Mary Cartwright 
 
NOVEMBER NURSERY SCHEDULE 
Nov.  2 - Joyce Hendrickson 
Nov.  9 - Mindy Chaddock 
Nov. 16 - Andrea Smith 
Nov. 23 - To be announced 
Nov. 30 - To be announced 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
NOTE TO DEBBIE - JUNGLE JOURNAL PART 3 & FINAL THOUGHTS IF THERE IS ROOM. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
JUNGLE JOURNAL  
By Peru Missionary Terry Schultz (ELS) 
 PART 3 
 As I said earlier, this is one sad, horrific story of eminent evil.  The story now takes 
several bizarre twists. 
 It turns out that the two Pizango brothers who planned and participated in the 
murder are long time drug runners.  They work up around Pampa Hermosa, an area 
famous for large-scale drug production.  While there is drug activity all over the jungle 
(we have seen plenty of it and strongly preached against it), it is not unusual for natives 
to run drugs far away from their native village.  This keeps the drug runner’s family a 
little safer.  Pampa Hermosa is a day and a half distance from Parinari by riverboat and 
4x4. 
 Shortly after the murder of Leonardo, the Pizango brothers were picked up by the 
national police for running drugs!  They are now serving time (3-5 years was Ronal’s 
guess) in the Yurimaguas prison! 
 However, the same weekend when the drug running Pizango brothers were 
apprehended, Student Pastor Maravi was in Yurimaguas, buying gas for an upcoming 
evangelism trip!  The head of the feuding Pizango family, the patriarch (we’ll call him 
Max, not his real name) is convinced that Maravi told the police about the brothers’ 
drug activity!  Max is now threatening to kill Maravi for getting the two brothers thrown 
in the penitentiary! 
 Maravi is extremely upset over everything that has happened.  But, he is not afraid 
of being shot, at least not for the time being.  As he and several Parinari members 
explained, Max does not dare have anyone kill Maravi right away.  One native gets 
murdered, and the [non-tribal] regional police authorities think little of it.  Two dead 
natives within a short amount of time are too much.  The national police would probably 
be sent in.  Moreover, the national police could confiscate all the natives’ rifles and 
shotguns since no one ever bothers to get the requisite gun permit.  So goes the “checks 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

and balances” to native-on-native killings.  Maravi and his two sons-in-law agree that 
Maravi probably has a year and a half before he needs to worry about his personal 
safety. 
 And what about the third man, the hired outside killer?  It turns out that he showed 
up in the small mestizo village of Nuevo Triunfo, not from Parinari.  He got to talking in 
the night and mentioned that he had just killed a “brujo” (male witch) in Parinari.  (That 
is how we came to know he took part in the shooting for $6.00.)  The man who heard 
the assassin excused himself, and ran for hours all the way to Louis Terry to tell our 
native pastor Tangoa.  Tangoa came running to capture the third man, but the man had 
obviously gotten suspicious and left.  However, the identity of the man is now well 
known.  Everyone knows his name; even know where he lives, a cluster of thatch-roof 
dwellings simply referred to as “Kilometer 30,” for its location along a jungle highway.  It 
remains to be seen how justice will be served in that man’s case. 
 Will there be any justice in the case of the two Pizango brothers now serving time in 
the Yuri prison for drug running?  Will they ever face charges for the murder of 
Leonardo?  Understand this about the Peruvian justice system, at least the way it works 
in the Upper Amazon:  The national police will not act in a murder case, unless the 
closest of kin files a report with the police called a “denuncia.”  In the case of Leonardo, 
the denuncia would need to be submitted by his widow, Panchita.  Without a family 
member filing a murder report, the police and the legal system do not take a role in the 
matter.  They do not get involved. 
 Remember Max, the patriarch of the Pizango family?  Panchita informed Ronal and 
me that Max has threatened to kill each of her five children if she files a denuncia in the 
case of Leonardo.  Her denuncia would assuredly lead to the conviction of the two jailed 
Pizango brothers as her story would be easily corroborated by natives and mestizos 
throughout the area. 
 There’s another critical point that needs to be grasped here.  The Shawi tribe does 
have a way to handle a situation like Panchita’s:  Normally Panchita’s brothers and 
uncles would see justice on their own, hunting down Leonardo’s 3 murderers and killing 
each one.  (Whether they would go after the shaman, who is as guilty as if he had pulled 
the trigger himself, is a far more complicated question.)  Panchita however, is originally 
from a village very far away, -- many days travel by river and jungle path.  She does not 
have a single male relative in Parinari!  Panchita told us she does not want to lose her 
children.  She will not file a denuncia. 
 Ronal and I will consult with the Yurimaguas district attorney, a lawyer, and a 
regional judge to see what can be done about all this.  At the root of this horrible case is 
of course Shawi tribal beliefs in the power of witchcraft, the divination of shamans, and 
bloody retribution.  These are deeply entrenched spiritual problems that must be rooted 
out. 
 Until then, evil may win several more rounds in the ongoing blood feud between 
the Pizangos and the Lanchas.  Pastor Ronal makes the pertinent observation:  Everyone 
knows who Leonardo’s three murderers are.  Panchita’s 4 little boys will one day grow 
up and learn the names of the father’s three killers.  When the boys are youths, they will 
surely go after these men. 
 And after that? 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

FINAL THOUGHTS 
 I am already anticipating no small amount of sadness when we meet for Bible 
Institute classes later this month in Tarapoto.  The last time I saw Leonardo, he had 
quietly invited me back to his dorm room.  He got out his duffel bag and pulled out one 
of those famous Shawi dolls, made from a giant, stuffed Amazon frog skin.  He knew 
how much I liked those strange dolls so he had Panchita make one for me! 
 Now, we will need to take Leonardo’s name off the wall in his dorm room where he 
so proudly etched it.  (It would be much too painful for the natives to leave it there.)  
We will need to do this as a group.  In the classroom, Leonardo’s place on the school 
bench will be left empty. 
 In the afternoons at our Bible Institute, the students always spend time relaxing by 
coloring poster-size drawings for the Bible stories and Adult Bible courses they give back 
in their villages.  Leonardo loved to color.  I never saw a man who liked to color so much.  
He had never held a crayon before he got to our Bible Institute. 
 Leonardo did not choose his crayon colors based on reality.  He always chose the 
brightest, most garish colors.  And so with Leonardo, you could end up with turquoise 
palm trees and pink bananas.  One time, the kids on his poster all looked like carrots:  
Orange bodies with green hair.  Leonardo went over and over his posters with his 
crayons, coloring way outside the lines, as solid and as bright as possible.  The crayon 
went on so thick; you could have chipped the wax off with your fingernail.  At first, I 
wasn’t sure what Leonardo was thinking, if he was even going to use his posters after he 
obliterated them.  But, after he finished each of his high-energy coloring efforts, he 
would carefully hold the poster up, nod in satisfaction, and then ever so carefully place 
the poster in his bag to transport it home.  Leonardo’s coloring reflected his personality:  
Big, vibrant, spontaneous, and exuberant. 
 Our Savior uses extreme, spectacular imagery to describe heaven:  Streets of gold, 
pearls the size of city gates, emeralds, sapphires, a sea of glass.  It sounds like a place 
where Leonardo would feel right at home.  Leonardo is home.  But I miss him terribly.  I 
know that one day we will walk those outrageously beautiful streets together.  We have 
our Savior’s word on that. 
 Until next time, Terry 
“And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Now the dwelling of God is with men, 
and he will live with them.  They will be his people, and God himself will be with them 
and be their God.  He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more death 
or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.’”  Revelation 
21:3-4 


