
 

 

A PASTOR'S PENNINGS 
 “You have said, 'It is futile to serve God.  What did we gain by carrying our his requirements and going 
about like mourners before the Lord Almighty?'”  Malachi 3:14 
What's The Use?    
     It's easy for us to become discouraged as we serve Jesus.  It's easy for us to ask, “What's the use?  Why 
live for Jesus when we don't see the good results we expect?” 
     For example, we may offer our talents and abilities to our congregation, but nobody takes us up on our 
offer.  We may raise our children in God's Word, bringing them to worship services every week--only to see 
them fall away from the Lord as they attend college and move out on their own.  What's the use? 
     The believers in Malachi's day were discouraged over their service to the Lord.  “It is futile to serve 
God,” they said.  Israel was a puny province in the backwaters of the Persian Empire.  The temple of God 
was a shadow of its former greatness.  The religious leaders of their day were money-grubbing, self-
centered, worldly people intent on gratifying themselves.  No wonder the believers were discouraged! 
     God's people in Scripture have often asked, “What's the use?”  Elijah served his God faithfully, only to 
have Queen Jezebel chase him out of the country.  King David was a man after God's own heart, only to 
have King Saul hunt him down like a bloodhound.  The prophet Jeremiah witnessed God's Word to Judah, 
only to end up in a cistern.  No wonder God's people get discouraged 
     Let's get to the source of the problem, however, when we think that way.  We're feeling sorry for our-
selves!  We've fallen back into a law mentality that thinks we somehow deserve something good from 
God.  That's why the people of Malachi's day asked, “What did we gain by carrying out [God's] 
requirements and going about like mourners before the LORD Almighty?”  The little Pharisee inside us 
likes to think we deserve something better than what we're getting. 
     God wants us to confess this sinful mindset with which we are afflicted.  When we do, He builds us up 
with His Gospel promises.  He tells us that whatever we do out of faith in and love for the Gospel is a 
wonderful service acceptable to Him.  He encourages us by promising to bless our acts of service--in His 
own way and at His own time.  So let us simply serve our Jesus for He is our Savior. 

 
 
PRAYER LIST 
Prayers that were offered this last month include the following people.  Please continue to pray for them: 
** Please remember Doug Dinse and his family in your prayers.  Doug is having problems during his 
recovery from knee surgery. 
** Pray for Cherie Hilliary who is confined to bed with problems during her pregnancy. 
** Doris Hahn suffered a heart attack and is at home recovering.  Pray that the Lord will be with her and 
strengthen her faith and guide her in His ways. 
** Thank the Lord for Easter and the sure hope it gives us all that sickness and death do not have the last 
word.  To God be the glory! 

          
ITEMS OF STEWARDSHIP  
     This month's article will finish our discussion of “Getting A Clear Picture of the Struggles We Face.” 
     The topic this month is discussing “What Is Going On Behind the Scenes In Our Struggle With Financial 
Stewardship.” 
1.  What is the value system of our world that undermines stewardship? 
     1 John 2:15-17 - “Do not love the world or anything in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him.  For everything in the world--the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the 
boasting of what he has and does--comes not from the Father but from the world.  The world and its 
desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.” 
     Several answers may come to mind with perhaps more emphasis on two common problems:  
Immorality and Materialism.  In present day America these two maladies are very prevalent in our society.  
Both of them place the “lust of the eyes . . . boasting of what he has and does . . . cravings of sinful man” in 
perspective to the value system of our world.  Scripture teaches us that these things come from the world, 
not from God.  While the world will pass away “the man who does the will of God lives forever.” 
2.  Understanding the forces at work. 
     Ephesians 6:12-13 - “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the ruler, against the 



 

 

authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms.  Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to 
stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.” 
     This passage speaks to our continuing struggle against, not only the devil, but his army:  “the rulers, the 
authorities, the powers of this dark world” and “the spiritual forces of evil in heavenly realms.”  With that 
in mind, we can see our need “to put on the full armor of God” as we stand firm against these powers.   
     1 Peter 1:6-7 - “In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief 
in all kinds of trials.  These have come so that your faith--of greater worth than gold, which perishes even 
though refined by fire--may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ 
is revealed.” 
     This reading tells us that we should rejoice in these trials because they strengthen our faith and “may 
result in praise, glory, and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.” 
3.  What questions might Christians ask when met with financial challenges? 
     The most prominent questions may be the following:  What can I do to change my priorities?;  What is 
the attitude of my heart?; and Have I prayed? 

 
MISSING ITEMS 
     Some of the items that are normally in the news-letter will be missing this month.  This is due to Pastor 
Strackbein, who normally writes the articles, being stranded in Athens, Greece.  Pastor Strackbein left on 
an educational tour on Monday, April 12th, that follows the footsteps of the Apostle Paul on his missionary 
journeys.  The volcano ash throughout Europe disrupted air travel causing Pastor's return flight on 
Tuesday, May 23rd, to be cancelled for at least five days.  Prayerfully Pastor will have returned home by 
the time you read this newsletter. 
 
NEW MEMBER WELCOME 
     Once again the New Member Welcome dinner has been rescheduled.  The snow storms have caused 
several postponements.  The new date is Sunday, May 16th following the worship service at Holy Cross.  
All members, except the new members, are asked to bring salads, vegetable dishes, or desserts.  The meat 
dishes will be provided.  Those of you that had planned to do something for entertainment, please keep 
your plans handy.  Please circle the date and let us plan to have a huge activity and turnout to greet our 
new members. 

 
MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 
     The Monday night Bible class will be meeting each Monday night May 3rd - May 24th at 6:30PM.  The 
study will continue in “More-Prepared To Answer” by Mark A. Paustain. 

 
MARY-MARTHA 
     The Mary-Martha Guild met on Saturday, April 10th at 9:30AM.  Pastor Strackbein led a devotion on 
“What Happens to the Soul and Body After Death Before Judgment Day?” 
     The National Synod LWMS Convention will be June 24th-27th in St. Louis.  The cost and other 
information is in a brochure on the bulletin board.  If any ladies would like to attend this meeting, contact 
Joy Hahn 632-4524. 
     The Fall Circuit Rally will be held at Camp Shiloh sometime in October.  The theme will be “Sew and 
Grow.”  More information will be available later. 
     We would like to thank everyone for their most generous offerings from the Mite Boxes.  We sent a 
total of $240.34 to the Circuit Treasurer.  They send 25% of this to the National LWMS and keep 75% for 
the Circuit projects.  From the 75%, one-half is given to a home mission project and one-half for a world 
mission project.  These were voted on at the Spring Rally on April 24th. 
     Our next meeting will be Saturday, May 8th at 9:30AM.  All ladies of the congregation are invited and 
urged to attend. 

 
THE ROAD TO EMMAUS 
There are still about 25 copies of “The Road To Emmaus” DVDs available.  If you would like additional 
copies, please see Al Cardwell.  The cost for each DVD is $1.50.  If Al is not around, just put the cost in the 



 

 

offering plate and get a copy of the DVD from the top shelf of the bookcase.   

 
VOTERS' MEETING 
     The Quarterly Voters' Body Meeting was held April 18th.  One of the items brought before the Voters 
were four plans for renovation and expansion of the church entrance way and bathrooms.  After much 
discussion, in light of the proposed costs, the Voters moved to table the plans until some future date.  Also 
discussed was the use of the blue “Worship Supplement” in Holy Cross worship services.  The Board of 
Elders were asked to study the continued use of the supplement in light of whether it enhances the 
worship service, and the possible confusion it causes to visitors.  Upon completion of the study the Board 
of Elders is to make a recommendation to the Voters on the continued use of the  “Worship Supplement.”  
During this study the Voters asked that the blue “Worship Supplement” not be used in the worship 
service.  The Financial Secretary, Treasurer, and each Board presented a report on their activities during 
the past yearly quarter. 

 
LIBRARY UPDATE 
     We will be labeling the books in the church library during the month of May.  If anyone would like to 
check out any of these items, call Al Cardwell or put a note in his box.  I will be looking for volunteers to 
assist in helping with this project.  If you are interested in helping, just give me a call.  I will be posting a list 
for anyone to fill out and put down  information they would like to see in our church library.  I will compile 
the list and try to order all the books or DVDs at one time to save on shipping costs. 
     Right now, I have established many ordering sources and have found some really good deals through 
NPH and on the internet Amazon Co.  As it stands right now we have a lot of informational books in our 
library and DVDs as well.  Some of my favorites are “The People's Bible” teaching book series.  There are 
several different authors who really clear up a lot of questions about justification, conversion, the Holy 
Spirit, Lord's Supper, and many more topics.  When you are visiting on Sunday mornings before the service 
you might want to take a look at what is in the bookcase.  If you have books at home you would like to 
donate to the church library, let me know.  Several members have donated books already.   Hopefully, in 
the future I can give you an update on how the library is coming along and some suggestions on some 
good reading. 
      Al Cardwell, Librarian 

 
COOKOUT AND MOVIE TIME 
     Enjoy a cookout and the movie “The Blind Side” on Friday, May 7th at 6:30PM.  This is a new movie just 
released on DVD in March 2010.  The movie stars Sandra Bullock as Leigh Anne Touhy, Quinton Aaron as 
Michael Oher, and Tim McGraw as Sean Touhy.  The movie is based on an extraordinary true story.  The 
storyline features Michael Oher, an offensive lineman who plays for the Baltimore Ravens of the NFL.  The 
film follows Oher from his impoverished upbringing, through his years at Wingate Christian School (a 
fictional representation of Briarcrest Christian School in the suburbs of Memphis, TN), his adoption by 
Sean and Leigh Anne Touhy, and on to his position as one of the most highly coveted prospects in college 
football.  Sounds like a great movie.  Come and find out. 

 
MEN'S RETREAT 
     On April 16th, the South Central District held their 6th Annual Men's Retreat at Camp Shiloh, TX.  What 
a joyous event this was.  the guest speaker was President Mark Zarling from Martin Luther College (MLC).  
What a blessing it is to know that such talented individuals as Mark Zarling are serving our young people.  
The topic for the retreat was from the Book of Haggai, which is only two chapters long in the Old 
Testament, but what a lot of information and history.  Sometime when you have the opportunity take a 
look at the Book of Haggai for yourself. 

 
THANK YOU 
     Holy Cross congregation wants to thank all the members who provided lodging, meals, transportation 
and other needs for the canvassers who worked in the Norman area.  Also a thanks to all the members 
who provided lodging and food for the Seminary Choir. 

 



 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
     This year Holy Cross and Grace VBS is tentatively scheduled for the week of July 19th at Holy Cross.  The 
time will be 6:30-8:30PM each evening.  The Board of Education is looking for teachers and volunteers to 
assist with the operation of VBS.  If you can assist, contact Craig Ballinger, Don Chaddock, or Fred Jenkins. 

 
ASCENSION DAY SERVICE 
     The Ascension Day service will be held at Holy Cross this year.  This worship opportunity is on Thursday, 
May 13th at 7:00PM.  This is a joint worship service with members of Gethsemane Lutheran Church. 

 
YOUTH CONFIRMATION 2010 
     This year two youth will be confirmed into member-ship of Holy Cross.  They are Shelby Stuever and 
Jonah Shoenborn.  The Rite of Confirmation will take place at Grace Lutheran on Sunday, May 23rd at 
1:00PM.  Everyone is invited to attend. 

 
GRACE LUTHERAN NEWS 
    We at Grace would like to take a moment and thank everyone at Holy Cross for both their prayers and 
their financial support. 
     Things at Grace have been moving along nicely since January 1st and we wanted to formally thank 
everyone at Holy Cross.  We just finished the Palm Sunday service and had our best attendance yet at 35 
people, 7 of which were new to Grace.  We would like to encourage Holy Cross members to join us for 
worship any time.  We need your support. 
  Grace has received a grant from the Antioch Foundation in the amount of $20,000 dollars.  This grant was 
to be used exclusively for advertising purposes per the Antioch Foundation stipulations.  In addition, the 
Antioch Foundation also stipulated that the money had to be completely used within 1 year of receipt.  As 
such, Grace in concert with Holy Cross Board of Outreach, chose to spend the money to purchase ad time 
on 5 radio stations in the OKC metro area. 
     In addition, Grace also chose to purchase time on a digital billboard for a period of one year.  The 
billboard is located on the west side of I-35 facing northbound so that motorists driving into Norman see 
the billboard.  The sign is located just south of 19th Street in Moore. 
     Grace also purchased 8,000 Easter postcards.  Six thousand of the postcards were mailed out on 
Wednesday, March 24th, to homes in Norman.  The remaining 2,000 postcards and “Great Exchange” 
brochures were passed out by the canvassers. 
     The financial support from Holy Cross has been very helpful, and we thank everyone.  The addition of 
funds from Holy Cross have allowed Grace to purchase things needed, but did not have in the budget and 
thus would not have been able to purchase.  The offerings at Grace have been enough to meet the 
expenses on a monthly basis so far.  Grace has chosen to take 10% of the offerings received during the 
Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday collections and send it to the Synod CMO. 
     Grace is in the process of applying for a “Vicar In Missions” grant from the Synod.  Grace has pledged 
$1,000 towards the Vicar in Missions grant should it be approved by the Synod.  Please pray that the Lord 
blesses our efforts both on this grant and in general. 
     If anyone has questions, please feel free to contact Don Chaddock at donaldch@pldi.net or Craig 
Ballinger at whoknows2004@cox.net. 
     Members of Grace 
      
We are going to BARTLESVILLE , OK 
     On Saturday, May 15th, we will have a church bus trip to Bartlesville, OK. Lunch, which is included in the 
cost, will be at the famous Two Sisters Bistro with several entrees to pick from.  The tour group will leave 
Holy Cross at 6:20AM.  The first stop will be at the New Phillips Museum.  Following this will be a tour of 
the original Frank Phillips residence which has all the original furnishings and fixtures.  Lunch will be 
followed by a mountain man demonstration of how life was in the early days “in those hills!”  A visit will 
be made to the Woolaroc Museum famous for its Native American motif.  Also, we will have time to go 
through the Frank Phillips Hunting Lodge there on the property of Woolaroc.  The Woolaroc property is a 
wildlife reserve with many roaming buffalo, zebras and giraffes, along with many other animals. 
     Everyone is invited to come along.  You are sure to have fun!  The cost is $60.00 which includes lunch.  



 

 

Parking will be here at the church.  Please place your name on the sign-up sheet on the church bulletin 
board as soon as possible so final arrangements can be made.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Sue Piña  Thanks! 

 
SOUP CAN LABELS/CEREAL BOX TOPS 
Please continue to bring your Campbell Soup labels and box top coupons and give them to Dina 
Shoumaker. 

 
 
HC - MAY GREETERS      
May  2 - Paul & Aimee Barnett 
May  9 - Al & Carol Cardwell 
May 16 - Tom & Janet Finney 
May 23 - Marlon & Karen Henry 
May 30 - Gene & Ada Hill 
 
 
HC - MAY CLEANING LIST 
May  1 - Jack & LaVon Post 
May  8 - Mary-Martha Guild 
May 15 - Scott Peters/Kris Timm 
May 22 - Sean & Charity Stuever 
May 29 - Duane & Sunny Stuever/Butch & Bonnie Barnett 

 
 
HC - MAY MOWING LIST 
May  1 - Tom Finney 
May  8 - Scott Peters 
May 15 - Bill & Byron Shoumaker 
May 22 - Al Cardwell 
May  29 - The Barnett's 
 
FAITHFUL PASTORS 
By Delores Staats, Barb Strackbein's Mother 

 

Lord, bless the faithful pastors 
Who prayerfully give heed 
To every precious passage 
In the Bible as they read. 
Who take their reason captive; 
Humbly ask for wisdom, true, 
That in their weekly sermons 
They preach what pleases you. 
Who help in Bible classes 
Upon Your Word to feed 
And patiently with children 
Teach commandments and the creed. 
We don't need entertainment 
And seeking out “felt needs,” 
Or “visions”, “goals” and “strategies” 
That glorify OUR deeds! 
But give us faithful servants 
With courage not to bend; 
That preach the fearful judgment 



 

 

That is coming at the end! 
Who like a John the Baptist 
Call for sinners to repent! 
Then comfort with the message 
Of the Savior You have sent! 
Lord, bless Your faithful pastors; 
How rare is such a treasure! 
To hear Your Word preached truly 
Is priceless beyond measure! 
 

BIBLE QUIZ 
Each statement is either True or False. 
1.  T  F - The reason some are lost is that God does not want to save them. 
2.  T  F - The person who persistently rejects the Gospel will be lost. 
3.  T  F - Without faith the Sacraments are of no value to us. 
4.  T  F - In an emergency any Christian can perform a valid Baptism. 
5.  T  F - It does not matter in what manner water is applied in Baptism. 
6.  T  F - Children are born without sin and therefore can wait with their Baptism until they are older. 
7.  T  F - An adult must be instructed in the elementary facts of Christianity before he can be baptized. 
8.  T  F - By means of God's Word the Holy Spirit begets faith in a sinner's heart when he is baptized. 
9.  T  F - By our faith we take hold of the forgiveness of sins which God's Word offers us in Baptism. 
10.  T  F - The Lord's Supper should be denied to those who remain impenitent. 
11.  T  F - When one receives the bread (Body of Christ), one receives also the blood because the body 
contains blood. 
12.  T  F - When an unbeliever receives the Lord's Supper, he receives the true body and blood of Christ, 
but he does not receive the forgiveness of sins. 
13.  T  F - The power of the Word of God makes the Lord's Supper the means whereby believers receive 
the pardon for their sins. 
14.  T  F - Fasting is necessary before partaking of the Lord's Supper. 
15.  T  F - Partaking of the Lord's Supper in our Lutheran church is a confession of the unity of faith. 
16.  T  F - If we are impenitent, we may still attend the Lord's Supper, for it may do us some good. 
17.  T  F - Those who have a weak faith should stay away from the Lord's Supper. 
18.  T  F - In the Lord's Supper the Christian receives the same body and blood with which our Lord 
redeemed us. 
19.  T  F - The bread and wine have been changed into a new substance in the Lord's Supper. 
20.  T  F - To be worthy and well prepared at the Lord's Table, we must have personal faith. 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
ANSWERS:  1-F; 2-T; 3-T; 4-T; Question 5 assumes matter = mode - e.g. sprinkling, pouring, immersing. . . 
5-T; 6-F; 7-T; 8-T; 9-T; 10-T; 11-F; 12-T; 13-T; 14-F; 15-T; 16-F; 17-F; 18-T; 19-F; 20-T 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 


