
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PASTOR’S PENNINGS 
Take a Closer Look 

Jesus said, The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field.  When a man found it, he 
hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field” (Matthew 13:44). 
 One of North America’s biggest diamond mines was discovered in a very unlikely place -- in 
the far north of Canada.  Up until a few years ago you couldn’t even give the land away.  
Composed almost entirely of granite covered by a glacier, it has some of the world’s harshest 
weather and sparsely populated countryside.  But at times some of the most worthwhile things 
come to those who look past the exterior and take a closer look.  That’s wise advice. 
 Jesus had similar advice in a story He once told.  It was about a man on a walk who found 
a valuable treasure hidden and buried in a dusty, dirty field.  An ordinary field is definitely not 
the backdrop Hollywood would pick for a movie about a hunt for buried treasure.  There is 
nothing glamorous about a dirt field, and that’s just the point.  The man would never have 
found the treasure had he not taken a closer look beneath the plain surface.  
 It’s easy to miss things.  Jesus didn’t have the most glamorous life.  He was born in a barn 
beside a Bethlehem hotel with a no vacancy sign out front.  He worked with His hands as a 
carpenter and spent most of His life around common people.  Nothing special, you might say, 
just like that dirty, barren little field.  But wait, take a closer look. 
 When you dig below the surface of Jesus’ simple lifestyle, there is a great wealth of 
treasure.  At Jesus’ birth, angels sang Him lullabies and kings brought Him presents to mark the 
entrance of the Savior into the world.  Some of those common fellows with whom He hung 
around became His disciples, bringing a message of renewal and joy to the world.  By His death 
you are given forgiveness for every missed opportunity and failed attempt--and from the guilt 
that comes along with them.  What is more, by Jesus’ rising from the grave you are given the 
treasure of life forevermore in the joy of heaven.  And every day of your life you don’t need to 
worry or be afraid because Jesus promises to watch over you and provide for your needs.  Now 
those are true treasures! 
 It’s just a story, right?  It may appear to be as simple as a dry, dirty, good-for-nothing field, 
but it is a short story of Jesus that speaks volumes for our lives.  Come and take a closer look 
with us as we begin a New Year.  Even as the Wisemen found the truest treasure in the stable 
and then worshiped Him, so also let us find our true treasure from God’s Word.  May the 
message of salvation in Christ that we find there move us to also fall down and worship Him. 
  

           PRAYER LIST    
Luke 21:36 - “Be always on the watch and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about 
to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 Let us thank the Lord for the way He has blessed several of our members: 
--Bev Quam had stints put into her heart and she is back on her feet and doing well; 
--Craig Trowe replaced his knee and is also doing much better; 
--Robert Barnett had surgery due to a staph infection in his leg.  He was in danger of losing the 
leg, but is well on the road to recovery; and 
--Ben Piña had surgery on his intestine and found out the cancer he thought had disappeared, 
was still there.  He was in the hospital for over 30 days, without eating solid foods.  Last week 
he made a dramatic recovery and was sent home.  He will need to have chemotherapy every 
18 days for a few months. 
--Your prayers are requested for Jean Luebking who is recovering at Grace Living Center.  
Please ask that the Lord would give her patience while her ulcers are being treated and that her 
faith be strengthened through the trial she faces. 
--Please also pray that the Lord would comfort Dorothy Deards whose brother, Bob Wagner, 
was diagnosed with lymphoma cancer.  Ask that if it is God’s will He would spare Bob’s life so 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

that he can continue to serve Him here on earth, but that if it is God’s will to take him, that Bob 
would be prepared to enter eternal life through faith in Christ Jesus.  
 

A PERSONAL STEWARDSHIP JOURNAL  
January is a good time to think about personal steward-ship of time, treasure, and talents.  
Typically, most congregations adopt new budgets at this time of the year.  Even the world likes 
to think about making resolutions for the New Year.  For Christians, it is a time of repentance 
and thanksgiving for the undeserved blessings of a year gone by.  This resource is intended to 
help young Christians understand what the Bible has to say about Christian stewardship.  The 
study can be done during devotional time over a six week period or during a weekly Bible study.  
However you use this resource, you will come away with a better understanding of what it 
means to be a Christian steward.  Jot down any thoughts that come to mind after reading each 
of the Scripture references.  Be sure to note thoughts relating to the section headings. 
Week 1:  God’s Ownership - What do these passages teach about my relationship with God 
and His care of me?  Read:  Isaiah 43:1,10-13; Psalm 24; Psalm 50:1-15; 1 Chronicles 
29:10-18; Romans 1:20,21. 
Week 2:  My Unique Position - Where have I come from?  Where am I now?  How did I get 
here?  Read: Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Corinthians 6:19,20; 1 Peter 1:3-5; 1 Peter 2:9-12; 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-14. 
Week 3:  My Relationship with Fellow Christians - Since I trust Jesus as my Savior, how should 
I get along with those who share in my faith?  In practical ways, how will that show in my life?  
How might I improve those relationships? Read:  Acts 2:42-47; 1 Corinthians 12:14-27; 1 
Corinthians 3:5-9; Galatians 6:1-10; Colossians 3:12-17; Hebrews 10:23-25. 
Week 4:  My Mission In Life - What is my role in the “grand scheme of things?”  Why am I 
here?  What does God want me to accomplish?  What motivates me to carry out this 
mission?  Read:  Matthew 28:19, 20; Mark 16:15; 1 Peter 2:9-12; Mark 2:17. 
Week 5:  My Responsibilities - As I carry out the mission God has given me, what are some 
things that I can become involved in?  What responsibilities can I assume?  How do these 
responsibilities relate to my life’s mission?  Read:  2 Corinthians 5:14, 15; Colossians 1:10-12; 
Ephesians 5:15-20; Romans 12; 1 Peter 4:7-11; 1 Corinthians 16:1, 2; Proverbs 3:9, 10. 
Week 6:  My Attitude in Life - Since a loving and merciful God has touched my life in so many 
gracious ways, how should I approach life?  What attitudes do I want to cultivate?  What goes 
into cultivating those attitudes?  Read:  1 Kings 8:54-61; 1 Chronicles 16:8-11, 23-31, 34-36; 
Matthew 6:24-33; Luke 14:31-33; 1 Peter 1:13-16.  
  
EVANGELISM 
How can I bring up what the Bible says about living together, homosexuality, etc., without 
coming across as judgmental or “holier than thou?” 
 When speaking with others about their sins, we will remember that we also are sinners.  
The Apostle Paul reminds us, “Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual 
should restore him gently.  But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted” (Galatians 6:1).  
By the grace of God we have been brought to faith in Christ as our Savior from sin.  Christ has 
freed us from slavery to our flesh and to Satan.  Out of appreciation and thankfulness to Jesus 
we will share with others the only message which can free them from the power of sin. 
 Before we can tell people the good news about Jesus, we need to tell them the bad news 
about them-selves.  Sin breaks our relationship with God.  It places us under the judgment of 
God.  To show this, we need to tell people what God has to say in His commandments.  God 
says that sexual relations belong in marriage (1 Corinthians 7:1-7; Galatians 5:19-21).  He says 
that marriage is between one man and one woman.  God calls homosexuality sin (Romans 
1:24-27).  We will let them know what God says in His Word.  We will remember however, to 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

speak “the truth in love” (Ephesians 4:15), as Paul tells us.  We speak the truth with a desire for 
the salvation of the sinner.  God does not want any sinner to perish (Ezekiel 33:11).  By grace, 
we too share that desire.  As we share with people what God says in His Word, we do not have 
to “prove” to people they are wrong and we are right.  We simply have to speak the words of 
God.  We will not try to soften the blow of the law of God, or the law won’t be able to do its 
work.  The law needs to be proclaimed with its full condemnation of the sinner.  Yet, this 
message can still be spoken in love, as Jesus did with the woman at the well of Samaria (John 4) 
and the woman taken in adultery (John 8). 
 The law of God has the power to bring people to repentance.  Nathan the prophet 
confronted King David with his sin (2 Samuel 12).  He let God’s Word do the talking.  It is not a 
matter of “us versus them.”  It is a matter of the sinner comparing himself to the holy will of 
God.  In love for souls, we will not shrink from telling people the bad news about themselves.  
In joy we will tell repentant sinners the good news that God has forgiven them all their sins for 
Jesus’ sake.  God has promised that He will remove our sins from us as far as the east is from 
the west (Psalm 103:12).  He will not count them against us, because Jesus paid for them in full 
(2 Corinthians 5:19-21). 
 The outreach Board and Evangelism Committee have been busy sending invitations out to 
the unchurched people our summer canvassers found in our neighborhood.  They are being 
invited to our Christmas services and Christmas meal.  Pray that God would bless their efforts. 
  
EDUCATION 
The Board of Education is planning to bring the following motion to the Church Council meeting 
in January.  It is being printed here for members to have time to discuss the issue and talk with 
Pastor or Board Chairman, Craig Ballinger, before the meeting. 

Board of Education Proposal for Confirmation 
 The Board of Education, in conjunction with the Pastor, would like to make the following 
motion regarding the confirmation process.  The recommendation is a direct result of the 
situation Pastor has been encountering when teaching the confirmation students.  It has 
become very apparent that in the past some students have not known basic Bible history as well 
as they need to in order for the Pastor to teach an in-depth confirmation course.  As a result, 
Pastor has had to spend valuable time teaching basic Bible history to the students before 
moving into the more in-depth teachings of the Bible.  This results in two distinct problems:  
first, those students who do know basic Bible history lose focus while Pastor tries to bring those 
who do not know basic Bible history up to speed.  Secondly, Pastor is unable to cover the 
confirmation material in as in-depth a manner as he feels is needed.  This is a loss to all 
confirmation students. 
 The Board of Education and Pastor have diligently discussed many options and formats 
trying to take into account all situations and circumstances.  The following recommendation is 
the result of these discussions.  It is also what the Board of Education and Pastor feel will best 
accomplish the goal of providing our young people with a firm foundation in Christ.  The 
proposal the Board of Education presents has a basic requirement/format with the choice of 
two options to be determined by the parents and children in confirmation.  The Board of 
Education and Pastor do understand the need to make exceptions in some areas on a 
case-by-case basis.  The Board of Education would prefer that once an option is chosen that 
the parents/students stick to that option.  However, the Board of Education recognizes that 
situations change and thus will allow the options to be mixed and matched from year-to-year. 

The Basic Requirement/Format 
The format will change from a two-year confirmation process to a three-year process as follows: 
1. 7th Grade year - Mandatory basic Bible history  with the choice of option A or B. 
A. Basic Bible history taught during Sunday school. 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

B. Basic Bible history taught at home by the parents using the same book used in the 
Sunday school class  and under the supervision of Pastor. 
2. 8th Grade year - Mandatory first year confirmation course material with the choice of 
option A or B. 
A. Confirmation taught by Pastor as is currently done. 
B. Confirmation taught by the parents at home using the  same materials as Pastor and 
under the supervision of  Pastor. 
3. 9th Grade year - Mandatory second year confirmation  course with the choice of Option 
A or B. 
A. Confirmation taught by Pastor as is currently done. 
B. Confirmation taught by the parents at home using the  same materials as Pastor and 
under the supervision of  Pastor. 
 No matter which option the parents/children choose, the same tests and requirements will 
be applied to both options.  The Pastor and the Board of Education will have the final say as to 
whether a child has or has not successfully fulfilled the course requirements and passed all tests.  
As such, the Pastor and Board of Education reserves the right to refuse the confirmation of any 
student. 
 The Board of Education and Pastor feel that this change is needed to prepare our young 
people for the sinful world that waits.  The Board of Education and Pastor also feel that if the 
parents/children choose option B that it could continue to grow a stronger family bond. 
 The Board of Education and Pastor understand that the Council and the congregation may 
feel that the proposal put forth above is unacceptable and/or not needed.  As such, the Board 
of Education is willing to listen to any and all alternate proposals, including continuing to use the 
current format.  The Board of Education would ask that all proposals be put in writing and 
outlined, as this proposal above, so that the Board of Education and Pastor can consider them. 
 It is the Board of Education’s belief that no matter what format is chosen for the future, the 
goal is to prepare our young people for confirmation.  If in the Pastor’s estimation our young 
people are not prepared for confirmation, the Pastor will have no choice but not to confirm that 
student. 
 The Board of Education and Pastor would like to have a format in place starting September 
of 2009. 
 The Board of Education and Pastor thank you for your consideration in this matter and 
welcome comments. 
 
THANKS TO THOSE WHO SERVED DURING 2008 
Many people worked hard to make our services not only possible but also beautiful.  For all of 
you who gave of your time and talents, whether on a board, a committee, an organization in the 
church, or you just saw something that needed doing and you did it, THANK YOU!  You are all 
greatly appreciated!  The one who joyfully serves the Lord receives great blessings in that 
service.  May God continue to bless us with servants who love to serve their Lord because of 
how the Lord first served them. 
 
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 
 The Elders of Holy Cross accepted Kate Brisker, daughter of Diana Coco-Ritter, as a new 
member of our congregation.  Since she was a WELS member out east before she came to 
Oklahoma, she was taken in by profession of faith. 
 Kate was born in Tucson, AZ and attended a WELS school there till the age of 13.  When 
she was in eighth grade she moved with her family to New Jersey.  At the age of 19 she moved 
to Kentucky and married her first husband.  After a divorce, she came to Oklahoma City to be 
near family and to go to school.  She married her husband Bill here at Holy Cross on April 8th of 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

last year.  She has three children - Abigail 6, Jacob 4, and Madison 7 weeks.  Kate currently 
works at the Norman Vet Center assisted living area.  She has a certificate to be a nurse’s aide 
and wants to be an RN.  Her goal is to attend Rose University or Oklahoma City Community 
College to obtain that degree. 
 Kate likes golf, and enjoys doing things with her children.  Please give her a warm 
welcome.  Please feel free to introduce yourself to her and get to know her better.   
 
 
PASTOR/TEACHER/DELEGATE CONFERENCE 
 Every year our District holds a pastor/teacher/lay delegate conference.  This year it will be 
held at Camp Shiloh on January 22nd and 23rd.  Marty Kinnamon will be the Holy Cross official 
delegate.  Scott Peters will be driving and has invited anyone who wishes to come as a visitor 
to let him know.  If you come, you will be responsible for reserving a place to stay with Camp 
Shiloh and paying them for one night. 
 The meeting will start at 10:00AM on Thursday with a communion service.  The rest of the 
morning and early afternoon will be spent on reports by all District boards and committees, as 
well as thorough reports on what is happening at the Synod level in missions, education, 
finances, and other programs.  Late in the day a paper will be given entitled, “Comparing Old 
Testament Genocide to Islamic Jihad.”  On Friday three papers will be presented: 1. The Large 
Catechism, Its Historical Setting and Continued Significance; 2. Isagogical Study of Hosea; and 3. 
Guilt Free Sanctified Living.  Copies of the papers will be put on our church bulletin board.  
Every session, morning and afternoon, starts with a devotion.  The conference closes with 
worship on Friday. 
 
 
VOTERS’ MEETING 
The Holy Cross congregation Quarterly Voters’ Body pre-meeting will be held January 18th, 
followed by the annual Voters’ Meeting on January 25th.  The Voters’ Meeting will be held 
following the pot luck dinner after the worship service.  Each Board has been asked to make a 
report on their activities for the past year and their plans for the year 2009.  Make plans to 
spend an hour taking part in the Lord’s work. 
 
 
THANKSGIVING/CHRISTMAS FAMILIES THANK YOU 
A special “Thank You” to all who so generously shared the Lord’s blessing they received by 
donating items to the Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets.  All the items were greatly 
appreciated by the families who received them. 
 
MEANING OF THE BULLETIN COVERS 
Have you ever paid particular attention to the bulletin covers for our worship service each 
Sunday morning?  Do you see a meaning in the covers or are they just a pretty picture?  Each 
week Pastor Strackbein tries very hard and spends a lot of time coordinating every aspect of the 
worship around a single theme.  The sermon, the hymns, the readings, the choir numbers and 
the bulletin cover all revolve around the worship theme for the day that is typed at the head of 
the bulletin.  The bulletin cover usually pictures the main thought of one of the three Scripture 
readings.  So, the next time you look at the bulletin cover see if you can detect the tie in 
between the picture, the worship theme and the Scripture readings. 
 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE WEB PAGE 
Holy Cross has a page on the Oklahoma City of Commerce web site.  To access the web page 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

type:  http://www.southokc.com/ - From there, click on “Businesses” and then type the church 
word “church.”  Holy Cross is the first on the list.  From there you can click on either the name 
or on our church web site. 
 
MOVIE NIGHT AT HOLY CROSS 
Have you taken your wife/husband to a movie lately?  Holy Cross is planning on helping make 
this possible for you.  The movie will be complete with pop corn and all the trimmings.  The 
Board of Stewardship is in the process of obtaining a copy of one of the latest movies being 
shown in the Oklahoma City theaters.  Plans are being made to show this movie some Friday 
night in February.  So be on the lookout for more definite information in the near future. 
 
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 The Renovation/Relocation Committee has been busy discussing ideas on enlarging the 
entry area to the church along with expansion ideas.  They are currently making rough draft 
sketches of a new entry way to the church along with a new fellowship area.  A new fellow-ship 
area will allow for installing permanent Sunday school rooms in the present fellowship area. 
 The Education Committee is beginning to discuss the details of how to implement a 
mother’s day out program.  This program would entail having students in school attendance 15 
hours a week.  School room facilities, school administration, teachers, Holy Cross 
congregational involvement, and other related items are being discussed and researched. 
 The Norman Mission Committee is working closely with the WELS Synod Mission Board on 
investigating the possibility of a Norman mission congregation.  Representatives from the 
WELS Mission Board are planning to come to Norman in the spring of 2009 to determine the 
potential for a Norman mission congregation.  In the meantime the Committee is surveying 
Holy Cross congregation to determine their support for such an effort. 
 
MARY-MARTHA GUILD 
 The ladies of the Mary-Martha Guild met on Saturday, December 13th.  Their Bible study 
topic was taken from Luke 1:26-56, the birth of Jesus, the Savior of the world is announced to 
Mary.  Jesus is born sinless.  This is the fundamental doctrine.  Jesus came from one cell.  
God gave His Son away, God let His Son die for all. 
 Joyce Hendrickson made the most beautiful and awesome quilt which she presented to the 
Mary-Martha Guild.  The ladies decided to give the quilt to Pastor Born of Gethsemane 
Lutheran Church, Oklahoma City.  Barb Strackbein will wrap the quilt and Pastor will present it 
to Pastor Born in behalf of the Holy Cross ladies. 
 A discussion about where other quilts could be used was held.  Also, a discussion on the 
significance of mite boxes was held.  Everyone thought that all ladies of Holy Cross 
congregation should receive mite boxes. 
 The project for the month was making fruit baskets.  The ladies filled and decorated fruit 
baskets which were given to various recipients of Holy Cross. 
 The ladies will be meeting next on January 10th at 10:00AM.  So ladies, plan to attend for 
Bible study, discussions, and project work. 
 
WORSHIP SUPPLEMENT SURVEY 
These are the results from the survey taken on the worship supplement.  On a normal regular 
Sunday there are about 60 families in attendance.  Out of the 60 families, 57 of the surveys 
were returned.  Listed below is how it was returned: 
41 - for the new supplement worship book; 
7 - in favor to continue with the hand out in the pews;  
6 - in favor, indifferent or wanted to go another year;  and 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

3 - didn’t want to change at all. 
Shortly after the first of next year the supplements will be ordered for the congregation for a 
total of 3 per pew the first year and in 2010 the remainder will be ordered.  For the folks that 
had questions about whether Holy Cross could purchase songs under a pay-as-we-go licenses, 
yes, this can still be done.  If members want to order a copy of the supplement they can still do 
so either through NWP House or through Pastor, or Scott Peters.  The choir has 14 copies 
already.  The cost of the supplement is around $13.50 for the paperback and $15.00 for the 
spiral form.  All of this information is current as of Sunday, December 21st. 
 
THANK YOU 
Dear Members of Holy Cross, 
 My wife, Barbara, and I would like to thank all of you for the Christmas gift you gave us.  
We also want to thank those of you who have contributed to Barb’s medical fund.  You have 
been very generous and gracious.  We thank God especially for the hearts of love that are 
behind the gifts.  May God richly bless you all. 
                                           Pastor and Barbara 
 
A SHARING TIME 
The Holy Cross Family Singers (choir and others) had a great time sharing the Christmas spirit 
through singing at some of the Holy Cross members’ residences on Sunday afternoon, December 
21st.  A special thanks of appreciation to George and Carroll Dinse who hosted the Family 
Singers at a reception following the singing tour.  
  
 
 
MAY THE NEW YEAR BRING JOY 
 What are your recurring prayers?  Last month you may have been especially focused on 
preparing for Christmas, so you prayed for help with that.  If you get a phone call from home, 
telling you your mother was taken to the hospital for emergency surgery, you pray about that.  
But what are the prayers that rise up in your heart time and time again, year after year?  Might 
one of them be, “Restore to me the joy of your salvation?”   
 We know that when difficulties pile up on us, we can become sour and resentful.  We 
need the joy of salvation then.  We also know that when we are having smooth sailing, we can 
forget about God.  We don’t want God to be crowded out of our lives; we don’t want His 
Gospel to become old hat.  So also in good times, we pray:  “Restore to me the joy of your 
salvation.”  Year-in and year-out, we pray for joy.  As we pray that, let’s be clear what it is we 
are asking for, and let us accept no substitutes.  Everybody wants joy, but for many people that 
means, “I want a thrill.  I want some-thing to happen that makes me feel so good all over that 
nothing else matters.  I want my nerves to tingle and make me feel alive.”  Is that what life is 
all about - a little extra electricity in the right places in your nervous system, enough to create an 
overwhelming good feeling? 
 Scientists can hook up electrodes to the right places in a rat’s brain to stimulate pleasure.  
They can give the rat a little switch to push in order to trigger a tiny pulse of electricity through 
the electrodes.  And if they do that, the rat will push the switch over and over till it drops dead 
from exhaustion.  Some people spend their lives seeking that kind of thrill by powerfully 
stimulating the senses, revving up the body’s production of adrenaline and sex hormones, and if 
that is not enough, injecting fancy chemicals into the body in search of a high. 
 God intended physical pleasures and thrills to have a much more modest place in the 
scheme of things.  He intended them to be the occasional and sometimes unpredictable 
by-products of wholesome, purposeful activities in a life of service.  If we treat those 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

by-products as ends in themselves, we are more pitiable than lab rats with electrodes in their 
brains. 
 Christian joy is quite different.  It is what happens when we encounter the great good 
blessings of God that satisfy our great needs.  The joy of salvation the joy that comes from 
having our greatest need satisfied by the Savior, Jesus.  The Holy Spirit gives us that joy and 
makes it an ongoing feature of the Christian life.  That’s why Paul can describe the kingdom of 
God as righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17).  In other words, if God 
has set up His kingdom in your heart, you have that righteousness, you have that peace, you 
have the joy.  But it is also the Spirit’s work to take the ongoing possession of joy and stir it up 
in our consciousness when we hear the good news of Jesus . . . and when that happens, our joy 
can assert itself in the oddest places and in the oddest ways. 
 The hospitalized Christian hooked up to all sorts of tubes and wracked with pain, gets a visit 
from his pastor or a Christian friend stops by to reassure him and pray at his bedside.  The pain 
may not go away, but the joy is real.  I think of what a veteran Lutheran pastor and professor 
said after well over forty years in the ministry, including the long ordeal of the years of 
controversy between WELS and the Missouri Synod.  He said, “I may not have had much 
happiness, but I’ve had a lot of joy.”  Think back to St. Paul, a prisoner looking at the possibility 
of a death sentence, and facing as usual the pressure of his concern for his churches, and yet he 
wrote to the Philippians, “Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again:  Rejoice!”  
(Philippians 4:4). 
 Think of Jesus Himself.  In the upper room the night before He was put to death, He was 
able to speak of His joy, a joy He wanted His disciples to have too (John 15:11).  The joy in His 
heart did not keep Him from sweating in agony as He prayed in Gethsemane later that night, but 
His joy was real and abiding all the same.  As the writer to the Hebrews tells us, “For the joy 
before Him He endured the cross, scorning the shame” (Hebrews 12:2).   
 To sum up this meditation on Christian joy, let us listen to the Prophet Zephaniah, sent by 
God with a message to stir up our joy.  Let’s not picture Zephaniah as a giddy fellow with a 
constant smile on his face.  Zephaniah sees the evil of the world and the evil that infects the 
people of God far too clearly for that.  He sees with appalling clarity the worldwide day of 
judgment approaching.  And yet the joy breaks through as he sees God’s final victory.  He 
becomes a voice of wild exuberance inviting us to celebrate all that God has accomplished in the 
work of Jesus Christ.  He pulls out all the stops and ransacks his vocabulary for synonyms as he 
urges us to jubilate, shout aloud, and burst into cries of joy.  
  He who has ears to hear, let him hear.  May the Spirit of God use these words to stir up 
in you the joy of your salvation - Zephaniah 3:14-17 (NASB).  Shout for joy, O daughter of Zion!  
Shout in triumph, O Israel!  Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem!  
The LORD has taken away His judgments against you, He has cleared away your enemies.  The 
King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; You will fear disaster no more.  In that day it will be 
said to Jerusalem:  “Do not be afraid, O Zion; Do not let your hands fall limp.”  The LORD your 
God is in your midst, a victorious warrior.  He will exult over you with you, He will be quiet in 
His love, He will rejoice over you with shouts of joy.   
  Written by Prof. Joel Fredrich of Martin Luther College 
 
 
 
SOUP CAN LABELS/CEREAL BOX TOPS 
Please bring your Campbell soup labels and cereal box top coupons and give them to Dina 
Shoumaker.  Gethsemane Lutheran School can redeem the labels and box tops for school 
supplies.  
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR 
Don’t forget the flower sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the fellowship room. 
 
 
 
JANUARY GREETERS 
Jan.  4 - George & Nancy McKinnis 
Jan. 11 - Scott & Carole Peters 
Jan. 18 - Jack & LaVon Post 
Jan. 25 - Charlie & Bev Quam 
 
JANUARY CLEANING LIST 
Jan.  3 - Marlon & Karen Henry/Al & Carol Cardwell 
Jan. 10 - Don & Darlene Chaddock/Patti Buczynskyj 
Jan. 17 - Shawn Stuever & Family 
Jan. 24 - Duane & Sunny Stuever/Butch & Bonnie Barnett 
Jan. 31 - Scott & Carole Peters/Byron & Dina Shoumaker 
 
JANUARY NURSERY SCHEDULE 
Jan.  4 - Regina Hahn 
Jan. 11 - Aimee Barnett 
Jan. 18 - Carole Peters 
Jan. 25 - Andrea Smith 
 
 
 

WINTER SNOW 
By Delores E. Staats 

 
Walking through the snow one evening 

Mailing all my Christmas cards; 
Awed by all that I was seeing 

Looking at the neighbor’s yards; 
Pine trees, stately, pointing skyward 

White with frosting piled high; 
Trees, their branches reaching outward 

Catching manna from the sky; 
Brought to mind the promise given 

By my Savior long ago, 
That although my sins were scarlet 
They should all be white as snow! 

Lovingly my Lord has covered 
All the dumb mistakes I’ve made; 
Like this soft and downy mantle 

When for all my sins He paid; 
By His death and resurrection 

On the cross at Calvary; 
In obedience to His Father 

When He gave His life for me! 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Let me sing with endless praises 
To my God for His great love; 
For His mercy and forgiveness 

And my promised home above! 
 
 
 


