
PASTOR'S PENNINGS 
Jesus Stills the Storms   

     “Master, Master, we’re going to drown!” Jesus got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all was 
calm (Luke 8:24). 
     I’ve been there and so have you: knee-deep in a sea of trouble. Not the kind of trouble like the car breaking down. No, I mean the 
kind of trouble that immediately forms a pit in your stomach and presses you down with guilt and shame. You get caught. You hurt 
feelings. You lost a friend. You lose a spouse. These aren’t the kinds of trouble that just go away. These are the things that keep you 
up at night. Our bodies may be weary from a stress-filled day, but our brains are all too eager to catalog the day’s mistakes. These are 
what might be called the storms of life. 
     The disciples faced a real storm one day out on the Sea of Galilee. They didn’t know what to do. They didn’t know how they were 
going to survive. They were knee-deep in a sea of trouble, and getting deeper. “Master, Master, we’re going to drown.” Now, I 
suppose that Jesus could have ignored them. Chances are they would have made it through. But Jesus never ignores the ones he 
loves. In fact, as you go through the Bible’s list of Jesus’ miracles, you’ll notice that we never have a report of Jesus refusing to help. 
     And that is so true for us. The storms of life come. The waves of guilt wash over us, and we feel like we’re going to drown. But the 
Lord comes to our aid. “Be still!” He calms our fears. “Be still!” He takes away our guilt. “Be still!” And the storm subsides. 
     The greatest storm we face is the storm of sin. But even that terrible squall is no match for the rebuke of Jesus. With one act, Jesus 
did away with sin and guilt forever. He died on a cross, and his death paid the price for our sins. Jesus got up on that cross and his 
death rebuked the storm of sin, and it went away. 
     Knee-deep in trouble? I’ve been there; so have you. But Jesus rescued us. His miracle of calming the storm reminds us of how he 
calms our greatest storms. It’s something to celebrate. It’s something worth finding out more about. 
 
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 

     Janice Gallarneau was accepted as a member of Holy Cross by profession of faith on January 17
th

. At the quarterly voter’s 
meeting. Janice was a member of the first Bible information class given in the old bank building. Some of the members in that class 
were Tom and Georgia Bigaouette, and Tom and Janet Finney. She continued on as a member till 1997. We are very happy to have 
you back Janice. It is our prayer that you and your family will be richly blessed through the Word, Sacrament and fellowship you 
receive here.  

Janice likes scrap booking, sewing, quilting, bowling and spending time with her grand children. She also is a volunteer at the 
hospital in Moore in the OB/GYN department. Once again, WELCOME Janice! 

 
PRAYER LIST 
My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. Psalm 73:26, 
 
We prayed for the following people last month and want to continue to pray for them.  
 

 Gene Abbott, brother of Janet Finney and Janice Gallarneau had back surgery; Al Cardwell’s sister had passed away and 
Georgia Bigaouette was close to death; Tom Bigaouette was hospitalized with Pneumonia; Carole Peters needed surgery for 
a badly broken bones; and  Latischa Huller was about to have a baby.  Since then, God has blessed all the people involved.  
God took Georgia Bigaouette and Al Cardwell’s sister to heaven.  Tom Bigaouette was released in time to attend the funeral.  
Carole Peters has been released from the hospital and Latischa Huller gave birth to a healthy baby girl, Rose Marie who was 
baptized on January 10

th
.  We thank and praise God for the way in which he chose to answer our prayers. 

 Please continue to pray for our Norman Mission outreach.  Attendance has been good.  The devil will do his level best to 
destroy any attempt to reach out to people who are in his kingdom. So, please pray that God’s kingdom will come and that 
all the plans of Satan will be defeated and that by his grace the church will grow and become an independent congregation 
with its own pastor. 

 Please also continue to pray for Holy Cross.  Thank God for the blessings that were reported at the voter’s meeting and for 
18 new communicant members in 2009.  We also thank God for moving the hearts of Holy Cross members to offer 
generously to the Lord’s work here at Holy Cross and on the Synod level.  Pray that God will continue to bless Holy Cross 
with unity of doctrine, a powerful mission spirit, and a love for souls. 

 Sunny Stuever and her mother need our prayers.  Her mother in Wisconsin has been placed in a nursing home and is not 
doing well.  Sunny has been attending to the affairs of her mother. 

 Finally don’t forget to pray for our country, her leaders and the soldiers to fight to preserve the freedoms we have been 
blessed with.  Pray that God will move our countrymen and ourselves to repent of our sins and to have mercy on us. 

 
WELS SCHOOL OF STEWARDSHIP 
     A congregational workshop was held November 21

st
 and 22

nd
 at Camp Shiloh, TX.  The workshop was conducted by Pastor David 

Kehl and Pastor David Loabs from the WELS department of Adult Discipleship.  Terry Eischen was the stewardship representative 
from Holy Cross congregation and provided the following information. 
     The central theme of the workshop was “faith focused finances”.  The purpose of faith focused finances is to help God’s people 
aim their treasures toward their Christ centered mission.  The main topics presented at the workshop were: 
1.  Getting a clearer picture of the struggles we as Christians face, 
2.  Building on a deeper foundation for financial stewardship, 
3.  Establishing a context for faithful stewardship, 
4.  Planning for year-round stewardship growth, 
5.  Challenging faith to act intentionally, 
6.  Providing clear outlets for a giving heart, 
7.  Building a plan for your congregation. 
Through the next several months these topics will be presented and insights based on scripture will be highlighted.  It is hoped this 
study will be as enlightening and beneficial to the, members of Holy Cross congregation as it was to those attending the workshop.  
Please give the Holy Cross Board of Stewardship your input and feel free to approach them with any stewardship questions you may 
have.  The Board of Stewardship consists of Paul Barnett and Terry Eischen. 
 



OUTREACH 
     Jesus trained his disciples for missions.  In the middle of Matthew’s gospel Jesus says: “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are 
few.  Ask the lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” and immediately thereafter he sends his 12 to 
be the workers they were supposed to pray for.  He told them, “As you go, preach this message: ‘The Kingdom of Heaven is near.’” In 
the middle of Luke’s gospel Jesus has 72 of his followers with him, and he says exactly the same thing: “The harvest is plentiful, but 
the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”  And immediately 
thereafter he sends his 12 to be the workers they were supposed to pray for.  He told them, “As you go, preach this message: ‘The 
Kingdom of Heaven is near.’” In the middle of Luke’s gospel Jesus has 72 of his followers with him, and he says exactly the same 
thing. “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his 
harvest field.”  Then in the very next verse he says, “Go, I am sending you out...”  And the instructions are the same for the 72 as for 
the 12.  Clearly, Jesus wasn’t asking his followers to pray that other people would go.  The principle here is that the prayers are the 
workers, who ask God to move their hearts to go, because there are a hundred and one reasons not to go.  And, like you and me, 
they could probably think of most of those reasons. The mission is outreach - to go and heal and give of themselves; and the mission 
is evangelism - to preach the good news of the Kingdom, of the Messiah who has come to save.  OUTREACH PLUS EVANGELISM 
EQUALS MISSION.  
By Pastor Paul Kelm from Mission and Ministry seminar, 2000. 
     It has been confirmed that four students from the University of Madison Wisconsin will arrive in Oklahoma on March 28th.  They 
will be canvassing in Norman during their one week stay.  Help is needed for housing, food and transportation for the students.  If 
you would like to help there will be a sign up sheet posted on the bulletin board for everyone to list the areas in which they can help. 
     Outreach materials, flyers, business cards and other outreach items for use by the Norman mission will be purchased using the 
Norman Mission offerings.  During the coming year the Board of Outreach will be using internet Google ads and Outreach.com to 
reach out to the community.  Outreach.com will send a Holy Cross flier to all new residents that move into the area.  Consideration is 
also being given to starting an internet “Facebook” page for Holy Cross. 
     During December, with the help of six Holy Cross youth the board canvassed 1500 homes and distributed Christmas and New Years 
Eve flyers. As in the past, this year flyers will be distributed prior to Easter.   The Outreach board is planning on canvassing the Holy 
Cross area on Saturday, February 20th at 12:00pm.  Anyone that would like to help can meet at Holy Cross.  Everyone is welcome. 
 
MARY-MARTHA GUILD 
     The ladies of Mary-Martha guild met on January 9th.  For our devotion, Pastor Strackbein presented another video on his trip to 
Israel.  This video of the group of pastors was taken on a boat on the Sea of Galilee.  Pastor Koch's devotion "Jesus Stills the Storm" 
was taken from Luke 8: 22-25. Sometimes God allows turbulent times in our lives to help us grow in our faith and turns the situation 
into good.  God is always in control. 
     The ladies will be helping with lunches and housing for the Canvassers that are coming to Oklahoma March 28

th
 to April 3

rd
.  There 

will be a Women's Retreat March 12
th

 to 14
th

  at Camp Shiloh and the Spring LWMS Circuit Rally will be April 24
th

 in Arlington, TX.  
The Annual Synod LWMS Convention will be June 24

th
 thru 27

th
  in St. Louis, MO.  The WELS Seminary Choir will  present  a concert at 

Holy Cross on April 8
th

 at 7 p.m.  The ladies will be serving them supper at 5 p.m.  A thank you note was received by the ladies from 
the Central African Medical Mission for the donation of $138.50 that they had sent.    
     The next Mary-Martha meeting will be Feb. 13th at 9:30 a.m. 
 
EDUCATION 

How Do You View Your Children? 
by Rev. William Heiges 

1)   As blessings from God? 

Sons are a heritage from the LORD, children a reward from him.  Like arrows in the hands of a warrior are sons born in one's youth.  
Blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them.  They will not be put to shame when they contend with their enemies in the gate. 
(Psalm 127:3-5) 

2)   As a stewardship from God? 

· Do you treat your children the way you feel about them? 

· Venture into your child's mind. 

· How do they view you as a parent? 

· How do you want them to feel about you? 

· What do you need to change? 
Consider praying the prayer of Manoah (Samson's father) in Judges 13:8.God rewards a humble, teachable spirit with wisdom 
and strength from above. 

Then Manoah prayed to the LORD: "O Lord, I beg you, let the man of God you sent to us come again to teach us how to bring up the 
boy who is to be born." (Judges 13:8) 
 
ROLE MODELING 

· Don't live in the past (land of mistakes & failures) 

o Confess 

o Find forgiveness 

o Move on 

· We have the ability to change (with the Spirit's help) 

o How we think 

o How we act 

· Children "catch" more than we "teach." 

o We teach values, etc., by our example 

· Our example today will be their example tomorrow 

o Children are like wet cement 

o We form them 



· Children learn primarily from parents 

o You are their greatest influence 

o Woman/wife/mother 

o Man/husband/father 

· A good loving marriage is the most important thing you can give your children 
 
 
 
 

Questions to ask yourself:  

o What kind of example/model have I been for my children physically, emotionally, spiritually? 

 Am I giving my children a good marriage to pattern themselves after? 
 
VOTERS MEETING 
     The Holy Cross Voters Body quarterly meeting was held January 10

th
.  The Fiscal secretary, Gene Hill, gave the annual report on 

congregational offering received during 2009.  This was followed by the treasurer, Byron Shoumaker, who reported on yearly 
expenditures.  The figures presented showed the expenditures exceed the offerings in 2009.  Everyone is encouraged to remember 
the Lord’s work and show their love in their offerings during 2010. Pastor Strackbein and each board chairman reported on the 
activities that took place during 2009 and plans for 2010.  Areas that will be utilized during 2010 to do the Lord’s outreach are the 
internet, and door-to-door canvassing in Norman, Moore, and Oklahoma City.  Increased stewardship and educational opportunities 
for all members will also be undertaken.  The Renovation/Expansion committee was asked to review their latest proposal and 
conduct a survey of Holy Cross members about future renovation and expansion needs and provide three plans for future expansion 
at the next voters meeting.  The next quarterly voters meeting will be held April 25

th
. 

 
NORMAN MISSION NEWS 
     The Norman Mission has begun services at the Embassy Suites Hotel on 24

th
 Ave. Attendance has gone from 22, to 25 to 29.  

Interestingly the services at Holy cross also went up each Sunday.  A name will soon be chosen for the group.  Once that happens 
advertizing and leaflet distribution will begin in earnest.  Applications have been made for financial help through several WELS 
foundations.  One of them has offered to help with advertizing.  If that help comes before Easter we will have a grand opening on 
Easter Sunday.  If it comes later in the year we will shoot for a Grand opening for the community at a later date. 
     Please pray for this outreach effort of Holy Cross.  Offering envelopes will be placed in your mail boxes once a month for the 
Norman mission. If there is sufficient growth, an application will be made in a few years for a full time pastor or a mission vicar.  The 
participants of the Norman mission continue to be members of Holy Cross.  This will change once they get incorporated with the 
State and have a constitution approved by the District and are accepted into Synodical membership at a Synod convention.  As 
members of Holy Cross, the Norman participants are still active on various Boards and Committees here at Holy Cross.   
 
RENOVATION/EXPANSION COMMITTEE  
The Renovation/expansion Committee has been asked by the Holy Cross voters’ body to distribute a survey to members of Holy Cross 
congregation and to provide the voters body with three proposed plans for church expansion at the April voters meeting.  The survey 
is to obtain the thoughts of Holy Cross members about if expansion is needed and if so, what church expansion should be 
undertaken.  This survey is to be completed by March 14

th
.   Using the survey as guidelines the committee will develop three sets of 

plans to be presented to the voters’ body.  From this information plans can be made on a time frame in which to implement the 
desired changes and a means to fund them.   
 
 
PIONEER/YOUTH GROUP NEWS 
     Attention all pine car drivers!  Work is underway for the pine car derby to be held at Gethsemane Lutheran church on Sunday, 
February 21

st
 at 2:00 PM.  Car building was started on Saturday, January 30

th
.  Cars will be taken to Gethsemane during the week of 

February 15
th

 to be judged on their qualities, such as design, painting, colors, etc.   Racing of the cars will take place the following 
Sunday.  Kits to build the cars were given out on Saturday, January 30

th
.  If you were unable to attend and would like to have a kit to 

build a car and enter it into the competition, contact Byron or Dina Shoumaker (392-2268). 
 
SERVICES FOR LENT 
     Once again Lent is just around the corner.  Once again we will offer special mid-week services.  We do it because God created us to 
experience joy in communion with him, to love all people, and to live in harmony with his creation. But sin separates us from God, 
mars our relationship with one another, and brings ruin to God's good creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator intended 
for us. Moreover, by our sin we grieve our Father, who does not desire us to come under his judgment, but to turn to him and live. 
     As disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, we are called to struggle against everything that leads us away from loving God and our 
neighbor. Repentance, self-denial, prayer, and works of love — the disciplines of Lent — help us wage our spiritual warfare. We invite 
you, therefore, to commit yourselves anew to this struggle, asking our Father for strength to persevere in your Lenten discipline. 
     The overall theme for the Lenten sermons for 2010 is “We Preach Christ Crucified,” taken from the apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 
1:23. This theme reflects the fact that all of the sermon texts for this series are taken from New Testament epistles. This year the 
Wednesday Night rotation will include all three pastors in our circuit; Pastor Born, Pastor Voigt and myself.   
     Ash Wednesday, Feb. 17

th
, 7PM will begin with a communion service.  I will preach on 1 Cor. 1:18-25, We Preach Christ Crucified, 

the Foolish Wisdom of the Cross. Pastor Born will preach on Feb. 24
th

 on Philippians 3:7-11, We Preach Christ Crucified More 
Precious Than Life.  Pastor Voigt will preach on March 3 from Hebrews 12:1-3, We Preach Christ Crucified, The Reason to Endure.  On 
March 10th I will preach on Romans 3:21-26, Justified By Grace Through Faith Alone.  Pastor Born will preach on March 17

th
, Romans 

5:1-11, We Preach Christ Crucified, Peace with God Through Our Lord Jesus Christ.  I will preach on March 24
th

, Colossians 2:13-15, 
We Preach Christ Crucified, No Longer Dead But Alive.   
Lent is a very beautiful time in the church year.  Let its message fill you with peace. 
 
CALENDAR OF EASTER EVENTS 
February 17

th
  -  Ash Wednesday Communion Service at 7:00 PM  -  Offering to China Partners 

March 3
rd

 through March 24
th

  -  Wednesday Lent Services at 7:00 PM  -  Offerings to Synod Missions 



April 1
st

  -  Maundy Thursday Communion Service at 7:00 PM  -  Offering Dan Way Memorial 
April 2

nd
  -  Good Friday Service at 7:00 PM  -  Offering to Synod Missions 

April 4
th

  -  Easter Sunrise Service at 7:00 AM  -  Offering to Holy Cross General Fund 
Easter Breakfast following sunrise service provided by Holy Cross Church Council 
Easter Worship Service at 10:30 AM  -  Offering to Holy Cross General Fund 
 
SOUTH CENTRAL DISTRICT CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS 
     Al Cardwell was the Holy Cross delegate to the 2010 South Central district convention held at Abiding Word Lutheran church in 
Houston TX. 
     The theme of the conference was on the Reformation, and how Martin Luther tied in all of the music we use today with the solid 
rock we stand on, the word of God. By the Grace of God, the confessional Lutheran church has faithfully proclaimed the truth that we 
are saved fully and freely by the undeserved love God has shown us in Christ. In the spirit of Martin Luther's reforms, today's 
Scripture readings encourage us to faithfully proclaim the Bible's messages of Law and Gospel that reveal our need for Christ and 
Christ's saving Grace which alone opens the way to heaven to all who believe. The essays given were: 
1). Pastor Stephen Valleskey: Lutheran Worship Reforms of the 1500s that we can still use today.  
2). Pastor Wayne Fisher: Psalm 46-This Psalm is classic Hebrew Poetry: Three poetic structures are to be noted in Psalms 46 
Synthetic, Antithetic parallelism, and synonymous parallelism. 
3). Pastor Andrew Retberg: The Formula of Concord and the Continuing Relevance of Article VI. "The Christian Needs God’s Law". 
4). Pastor John Herring: Josiah the Reformer. (This one you must read.)   
     Pastor Glaeske opened the conference with his report:   
1. The Statistical report of the synod for 2009 will be published on the WELS web site. If you would prefer a hard copy, one may be 
purchased from the NPH for $20.00.  2. Vacancies: There are 21 vacant Parishes in the Synod. There are 3 other vacancies for Pastoral 
trained people. We have no information at this time on Teacher vacancies.  3. Continuing education for called workers: The COP urges 
the use of these programs at MLC and WLS.  I would urge each congregation to add a line item in their budget for the support of 
continuing education.  4. Circuit Pastor Enhancement:  Resources are being readied for circuit pastors. The first issue is whether we 
should add one circuit pastor or three in our District so that the DFW and Capitol Circuits or Gulf Circuit might be reduced in size for 
more efficient use of the Circuit Pastor.  5.  Year of the Jubilee:  The total of this offering currently is $4,550,000.00 and it is still 
continuing to increase because our people keep on giving for this purpose.  6. Walking Together Sunday 2009:  The offering received 
was $188,890.00.  All of the materials for the 2010 Walking Together will be available by the end of January 2010.  7. VEBA Holiday:  
As of 1/12/2010 gifts of $599,663.00 have been received.  In addition $350,000.00 was saved by the premium holiday for Synod 
workers.  8. Christ Our Calling: The committee appointed to prepare material for this stewardship program is retooling for 
redistribution at our district conventions this summer.  9.  Faith Focused Finances:  Our District Coordinator for Adult Discipleship is 
given the privilege of promoting and encouraging the use of this excellent material for the training of our people in personal 
stewardship.  10. MCG:  Director Liggett reported that the amount of current gifts  
received has decreased by about 1M. He suggested that for the most part, this is due to the reduction of Gift Giving Counselors. He 
urged that Counselors be added as soon as the budget is capable of supporting them.  
 
11. Vicar Stipend for 2010-2011 is set at $36,297.7.    
     Next month’s newsletter will contain Synod President Mark Schroeder's report to the convention. The rest of the conference 
information is posted on the Holy Cross church bulletin board. The essays this year were really good. I think my favorite was by Pastor 
John Herring, (Josiah the Reformer). When you get the chance, you must read this one. 

Al Cardwell 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT LITURGICAL WORSHIP 
Why have a confession of our sinfulness? 
     As we approach the Lord in our worship, we sense the wide gulf between God in His holiness and us in our sinfulness.  We 
mortals, who are by nature sinful and unclean (inherited or original sin), and who have sinned against God by thought, word and 
deed (actual sins), dare not approach a holy God without clean hands and a pure heart.  Therefore, at the very beginning of our 
service we want to lay our sins on Jesus and be reassured that for His sake, God does not condemn us for our wickedness, but 
forgives and forgets.  Before praising God we lay down our burdens (cf. Hebrews 10:22). 
 
CONSOLATION  
by Delores Staats, Barb Strackbein’s mother 
 

Oh, Lord, keep my eyes upon Jesus; 
For in looking away I will fall. 
When the burdens of life press upon me 
How I need You to carry them all! 
 
Oh, Lord, keep me trusting in Jesus! 
From Your love let me ne’er turn away. 
When the sorrows of life overwhelm me 
Then close by Your side I would stay. 
You have promised to help and uphold me 
In all trials You’ve asked me to bear; 
If I cling to Your Word in the Bible 
Your comfort and strength will be there. 
 
Tho’ I always can’t see the bright sunshine 
Of Your love that should gladden my day; 
I know from Your Word You still love me 

      And the clouds will one day pass away. 
 
FEBRUARY CLEANING LIST 
Feb. 6 – Duane & Sunny Stuever/Butch & Bonnie Barnett 
Feb. 13 – Mary- Martha Ladies 
Feb. 20 -  Marlon & Karen Henry/Al & Carol Cardwell 



Feb. 27 – Bill & Fran Shoumaker/Cheryl Littlejohn 
 
FEBRUARY GREETERS 
Feb. 7 – Jack & LaVon Post 
Feb. 14 – Byron and Dina Shoumaker 
Feb. 21 – Paul & Aimee Barnett 
Feb. 28 – Al & Carol Cardwell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


