PASTORGOGS PENNI

| want to get closer to God.
Can God help me know him better?
Steve and Caroline attended the Christmas party for
Steveds company. 't was
the party-goer s wer e enjoying
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Please keep Geage Bradshaw in your prayers as
he has been saddened by the death of his brother.
* Please ask God to comfort and strengthen Juanita

and Richard Flagafg;an, the parents_of Linda Tarbah. Mrs
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hard to jump into Christmas party conversations. sins
If only someone could bridge the gap and help Steve and * Please pray for our Synod which is being affected

Caroline get to know those people better!

Do you ever feel distant from your Creator--you know
thereébs a God but you just
rotten feeling. But God bridged the gap to help us get to

in the recent financi al crunch
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know him better * Please pray that Shirley Cartwright, sister in law
: to Jerry Cartwright will recover from her pneumonia.

The Bible tells wus, ANo one has yeverg seen Gocp,pbut God

the One and Only, who is at the Fatherdég side, has made

him knowné6 (John 1: 18) . The #AOne and Ois Jesus,

who came to our world to help us know God better. The EVANGELISM h

birth of Jesus is a big celebration because it is what God
did for us to get closer to him. On the night of his birth
an angel tol d
to youo (Luke 2:11).

You see, the selfish things we have done or said create
distance between us and our Creator. God knew that and
sent Jesus to bridge the gap. He came to us, and took
the punishment for our selfish words and actions so we
could see and wunderstand
start; his death was the clincher.

Do you know the feeling Steve and Caroline had? You
wonot have that with God
came so we would know God better.

Join us this during our Advent midweek and Sunday
services as well as our Christmas festivals to find out how

Jesus made Godds forgiveness
closer to Godi through Jesus, whose birth we celebrate.
PRAYER LIST

iCome and | i shoéar,Godalétime teloyou w

what he has done for me. | cried out to him with my
mouth; his praise was on my tongue. If | had cherished
sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened; but God
has surely listened and heard my voice in prayer. Praise
be to God, who has not rejected my prayer or withheld his
l ove from me. &0
Last month we asked God to bless Mrs. Joy Hahn in her
retirement from the N ational Guard. Please note that she
retired as a First Sergeant. We rejoice with you, Joy, at
the way God has shown His love to you in your life.

There was a lot to give thanks for last month. Kate
Brisker had a baby girl named Madison who was baptized
on the 16", Aimee Barnett was confirmed in the faith.
Bev Quam had a stint put in her heart and is recovering
well. Robert Barnett had a mass removed from his leg
and is recovering. Craig Trowe had a knee replaced and
is recuperating at home. Robert Brooks, son-in-law of
Joyce Hendrickson suffered a heart attack and is
recovering at home. Sherrie Hillary was in a car accident
and although she suffered head and neck injuries is doing
better at her home. Our Thanksgiving meal at Holy Cross
was well attended. God has moved a growing number of
people to attend our services. For all this, we prai se our
Lord!

In addition t o our praises, there are still a lot of reasons to
ask for Goddés hel p.

* Please pray for and encourage our new Bible
information students who have started to take classes on
Thursday nights. They are, Rick Poulin, Robert and Linda
Brooks, and Bobbie and Sammy Ware. A current
member, Mrs. Joyce Hendrickson, is also attending the
class.

Psal m 66: 17

The Board of Outreach spent a lot of time mailing out
letters to 1,200 people who have moved into new homes

s h &zpidr bas deen borfi T 0 d Qfing the last six months. Invitations were given to come

to our Thanksgiving service and meal. An invitation was
also given to all those living in the Kings Park
neighborhood where Pastor and Barbra live via their
newsl etter. Pl ease
and synodical outreach efforts.
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much at stake in bringing the Gospel to the lost? Why is
it our highest goal and aspiration? The Apostle Paul
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wants all the world to worship him. He wants all people
to have the joy and peace we get from true God pleasing
worship. Listen_to what he says in Romans 10:14.

K6BrOcHim his salidlichta®ySafieh 8  DB&are %R Yiory

among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all
peoples. .. Worship the LORD
they call on (that is worship) the one they have not
believed in? And how can they believe in the one of
whom they have not heard? And how can they hear
wi 't hout someone pr e dastov dogn
Koelpin at a worship Conference in 1997 made the
following observations based on this verse.

iWe who
message. We who worship the true God are the one s
who have the motivation. We can not claim to worship
God without having a deep and abiding love for our fellow
man. And there is no love for our fellow man greater than
sharing with him eternal life.

| am sure that you realize there is much evangelism going
on in the world that does not, will not and can not lead to
worship of God. Churches and church bodies are
consumed with a shallow love for neighbor that is willing
to share food, pay the rent, buy them gas, but falls short
of ever sharing with them the Good News about Jesus
Christ.
wares unashamedly across computer screens through the
internet, leading people to trust in by-gone comets (New
Age religion) instead of Jesus Christ. Educators and
businesses preach the gospel about men and, without
apology, lead young minds to the god of secular
humanism. And we are not exempt. With the deep
seeing eye of the Word we need to examine what it is we
are preaching to our children, our co -workers, our friends.
With the sword of the spirit we need to examine what we
are telling the world our mission is by what we do as a

pray for
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congregation. Our Saviorods g
asitwas2000 years ago. AThe har
workers are few. o (Matthew

that he has considered us to be among the few. He has
given us the message of reconciliation. He has led us to
worship him. Now let that joyfu | concern with God spill



over into joyful concern with your fellow man. Love your
neighbor as yourself. 0

Share the Gospel of forgiveness and grace that comes
from faith in Jesus alone. There is nothing more exciting
in all the world than being used by th e Holy Spirit to bring
a sinner to repentance and then to glory.

STEWARDSHIP
What Is a Year of Jubilee?
When Moses met with God on Mt. Sinai, the Year of
Jubilee was one of the celebrations the Lord prescribed
for the children of Israel. During the Year of Jubilee the
Israelites were to forgive all debts. Read Leviticus 25:8-55
for more details. The Old Testament Year of Jubilee was
symbolic of what was to come. Isaiah (61:1 -11) reminded
the children of Israel that there would be a time of
complete forgiveness of the greatest debt of all, namely
the debt of sin.
According to Luke 4:18-19, at a synagogue in his
hometown of Nazareth Jesus stated 7 7The Spirit
Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach
good news to the poor . . . to proclaim th e year of the
L or dds Withatreserwords Jesus is assuring us that
every moment of our lives as Christians is a moment of
jubilee. Our lives are marked by thankfulness that our
greatest debt, the debt of sin, has been forgiven.
WEL S Year bedan id duné 2088 and runs
through the Synod Convention in July 2009. It is intended
to be a time for us to celebrate the joy we have because
our debt of sin has been forgiven. It is a year to express
our joy with a special thanks offering to reduce or
ei minate the synodos debt
from debt payments for preaching the gospel.
The Jubilee offering, with a goal of $22.4 million, is a
huge challenge, but it also provides a huge opportunity
for wus. It i s a
truly put our faith in him to provide for all of our needs.
In doing so, we can confidently make gifts beyond
anything we have given before. The closer we get to
achieving our goal with this offering, the more resources
we 61 | h aywet our rainistrya r
God's people have given nearly $785,625 in Jubilee
offerings as of November 19.
You can contribute toward our Year of Jubilee offering to
el i minate the synodds debt
offering plate at worship, making checks payable to the
congregation. Or give online at www.wels.net/donate. A
yellow Jubilee offering envelope will be put in your mail
box for this purpose once a month.
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CHRISTMAS FAMILIES
Holy Cross congregation will be providing 7’
Christmas food baskets to two needy families in <7
the Moore area this year. This gives everyone a
chance t o share t he Lordos
Please bring nonperishable food items for these food
baskets and leave them in the fellowship area not later
than December 21%. If you know of a family to be a
recipient of one of these food baskets please provide their
name to one of the church elders.

NEW MEMBER WELCOME

We would like to give a very warm
welcome in this issue of the newsletter
to Aimeé Barnett who was confirmed in
the faith on November 9.

Aimeé was born in Mexico and then

i
moved to Texas at the age of 7. When  G;@+s32
she was 13, she moved to Oklahoma City. There, a D\a\lTM* CHRISTMAS CAROLING
Ty

woman named Cindy Tether took her in and became a
second mom to Aimeé. Aimeé met her husband through
friends David and Lindsay Mesquita and Ricky Poulin.
They were married on May 17, 2008. She just finished
adult confirmation classes in November and was
confirmed as a member of Holy Cross Lutheran Church.

Ai me®6b6s goal s ar e chil dandn,
finishing the remodeling of their mobile home in Wellston,
Oklahoma which is about a 45 minute drive from church.
Her hobbies include scrap booking, anything with art,
reading, drawing, talking on a phone, keeping in touch
with family, playing with nephews and nieces, and
listeningt o Paul and boys pl ay
near Blanchard. She is involved in the Toddler Church
(nursery), our newly formed Altar Guild, and was a
volunteer at the Holy Cross fall festival.

Itis a joy to have you as our newe st member, Aimeé. We
pray that Godds Word and t
enjoy at Holy Cross will richly bless you and that you will
be a wonderful blessing to Holy Cross.
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ADVENT SERVICES

The word Advent means "coming." Advent
has been a time in the Church's calendar to remember the
Old Testament believers' expectation of Christ's coming,
andffor us t ok forward to his second coming. Advent is
not to prepare us for the birth of Christ (an event that
happened 2000 years ago). It is to prepare us for th e
celebration and remembrance of his birth. Christians have
been celebrating Advent since the 300's. At first, some
congregations celebrated a six week Advent (also called
"St. Martin's Advent," since it began near November 11,
St. Martin's Day). Most celebrated a four week Advent, as
is the custom today. Advent is not a penitential season
like Lent; we still sing "Alleluias.” Advent is more a season
of hope, expectation and anticipation. One of the
traditions of Advent is the "Advent Wreath." The four
candle wreath pomé&s2o. ug fromm Bdardinavia. There greead r
least a half dozen different explanations for what the
candles represent. One widely accepted explanation
corresponds to the Sunday lesson themes in Advent.

t ilomeefor iscandh e a r 1st Sunday -t READONEBSs Jesus will come gain. He urges

us to be ready for his sudden and unexpected coming.
2nd Sunday - REPENTANCE. John the Baptist cries in the
wilderness, "Repent for the kingdom of heaven is near."
John prepared the people for Jesus' coming by preaching
repentance and baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

3rd Sunday - REJOICING. Jesus is the one who fulfills all
of God's promises. We rejoice that the Promised One is
finally here.

b y4th Buhday + REYELATEOM. Godgreveals himself as the

Son of Man, born of the Virgin Mary. Many churches use
blue as the liturgical color of Advent. That tradition also
comes from Scandinavia. Blue is the color of heaven, and
symbolizes hope and anticipation. An alternate color for
Advent is purple. Purple is the color of royalty, since in
ancient times purple was the most expensive dye to
produce. It is an appropriate color for Advent since we
remember our coming King. Purple also reminds us of
repentance, the theme of the Second Sunday in Advent.

bl es Here gt HolyvCrosshwe wilt delebrate .Advent with three

special Wednesday services at 7PM. It is the second year

we will do this. Instead of a sermon there will be 4
devotions based on Advent Scripture readings. After each
reading there will be an Advent song. The three service

t heme wil |l be, ediRieregs vef t Adv

December 3%, the sub theme will b
the Angels. o "Ont Dweiclelmbbeer, 1f0A
I n Godos Word. o Fi"naltywbhl [

Announced By Johrb.

Come and be refreshed by the Word and sing your praises
to God. It will be an oasis of refreshment and renewal in
the midst of hectic, stressful times.

he Holy Cross choir has selected Sunday
December 21 at 3:00 pm for everyone to join in the
singing of Christmas carols to Holy Cross members.
Singing the joyous songs of the season to others in our
church family indeed brings out the joy we feel at this
time of year. The choir will leave from the church, and
wi || have some kind of Afuno



from caroling. Please come and join them as the Holy
Cross Family singers spread the good news of the season
through song.

MARY-MARTHA GUILD NEWS

The ladies of the Mary Martha guild met on Saturday
November 8". Their bible study was taken from the first
book of Samuel. The subject pertained to Hannah, Eli,
and their sons. From this the importance of nurturing a
child in the early years of its development was seen.

An election of officers for year 2009 was held. Joy Hahn
was elected as president and Diane Ritter-Coco elected as
reporter for the guild.

Joy Hahn presented pictures of the LWMS ladies retreat
held at Camp Shiloh and Pastor Strackbein showed
pictures of the Holy Cross fall festival.

A number of projects were discussed, such as Africa
missions, Camp Shiloh water system, church banners and
the altar guild. Patti Buczynskj gave a the presentation on
the African missions, Joy Hahn presented the Camp Shiloh
water project, and Joyce Hendrickson showed the
beginning stages of a mission banner for the church, while
Pastor Strackbein showed a catalogue which contained
pictures of various banners. Following the presentations
the ladies designated a monetary gift to the Africa project.
The ladies will next meet on Saturday, December 13" at
10:00 AM. All Holy Cross ladies are invited. ! ’\g,
NEWS FROM THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY
The new year will be beginning soon, so you will be
receiving your new offering envelopes for 2009. These are
given out in December so you will have them ready for
your use, in January. Your envelope number for the
coming year will remain the same as it was for 2008. As
was menti oned i n | ast
envelopes are an orderly method of contributing to the
Lordés work and all ows a
your giving. Envelopes are available and will be given to
everyone who wishes to use them, but if you know that it
you will not be using them please let the Financial
Secretary know now.

Parents, if you wish to train your children in regular giving
to the Lord and are committed to instructing them in use
of envelopes, a box of envelopes can be made available
for them. Talk to the Financial Secretary and give him
their names so they can be assigned a envelope number.
A report of your 2008 offerings will be given to each one
who used envelopes as soon as the report can be
compiled after the end of the year. Please check this
report of giving to make sure it agrees with your records.
For additional information contact Financial Secretary
Gene Hillat (405) 665-2757.

MONDAY NIG HT BIBLE CLASSES

During the season of Advent and Christmas services the
Monday night Bible class will not meet. The next Bible
class will be held January 6, 2009 at 6:30 PM.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

The Relocation/Renovation committee is meeting at
regular intervals to discuss various ideas about enlarging
the entry way to the church. Along with this, ideas are
being explored to provide additional classrooms, an
enlarged fellowship area, a gymnasium, and an enlarged
worship area. The committee is considering all these
possibilities so that anything being done in the near future
does not provide a hindrance for future expansion. It has
been pointed out that renovation of any kind will require
the present facility to be brought up to present building
code requirements.

Members of the Education Committee having been
gathering information about the requirements for starting
a childrenés preschool. To
have visited preschools in the area, met with the
Gethsemane Board of Elucation, obtained information
from WELS, and had presentations from members of Holy

Cross. After more of this fact finding they will start

formulating the requirements needed for Holy Cross
congregation to start a pre -school.

The Norman Mission Committee is in the process of
contacting WELS mission representatives about what
steps should be taken to investigate the possibility of
starting a WELS church in the Norman area. They are
also obtaining information about how WELS will be
involved in such a mission endeavor. Would this be a
mission endeavor on the part of Holy Cross alone, would it
be a joint mission endeavor between Holy Cross and
WELS, or would WELS do it without Holy Cross
assistance?These are some of the items being studied.

WHO STARTED CHRISTMAS?

This morning | heard a story on the radio of a woman
who was out Christmas shopping with her two children.
After many hours of looking at row after row of toys a nd
everything else imaginable, and after hours of hearing
both of her children asking for everything th ey saw on
those many shelves, she finally made it to the elevator
with her two kids. She was feeling what so many of us
feel during the holiday season time of the year;
overwhelming pressure to go to every party, every
housewarming, taste all the holiday food and treats,
getting that perfect gift for every single person on our
shopping list, making sure we don't forget anyone on our
card list, and the pressure of making sure we respond to
everyone who sent us a card. Finally the elevator doors
opened and there was already a crowd in the car. She
pushed her way into the car and dragged her two kids in
with her and all the bags of stuff. When the doors closed
she couldn't take it anymore and stated, "Whoever started
this whole Christmas thing should be found, strung up and

mo nt h &hot." Fnoemvthe badk eftthe ear .everyone deame a quiet

calm voice respond, "Don't worry we already crucified

r e ¢ oHind." For the rbse of theatrip @owifi ther elevator it was 60

quiet you could have heard a pin drop. Don't forget this
year to keep the One who started this whole Christmas
thing in your every thought, deed, purchase, and word. If
we all did it, just think of how different this whole world
would be.

CHI LDREN6S CHRI STMAS EVE SERV
Remember the Childrenbés Chri s
Saturdays, December 6", 13", and 20". The 4 and 5 year

old children meet from 9:30 to 10:00 am and those in the

1% grade through confirmation will meet from 9:30 to
11:30am. The Chil drends Chri st mas
held December 24" at 6:00 PM. If your child missed the
practice on November 29" they may still participate in the
service by attending the remaining practices.

THERE REALLY WAS A SANTA CLAUS

From the Northwestern Lutheran December 1984

His name was Saint Nicholas (Santa is a form of the word,
saint, and Claus is a shortened form of Nicholas). He
lived about 1700 years ago in Myra, Turkey. And he was

a bishop (another name for pastor). Pastor Nicholas i

you can call him Pastor Claus ifyou like. There are lots of
stories told about Pa st or St . Ni chol as,
how many of them are true. But the real historical Santa
Claus told the true stories of Jesus. And the real Santa
Claus baptized people into Jesus, and he forgave people
their sins in Jesusdgté&ealdhe an
poor, the real Santa Claus was a pastor busy feeding

people Jesusd body and His bl
He wasnot a Santa Cl aus t ak
Jesus. He wasndt making a |ist a

see which boys and girls were naughty and nice. The real
Santa Claus knew that the people in his church were both
naughty and nice i at the same time sinners and saints -

ganadt thatethey atl heededithe bestranddandest fasting gife y

of al |l Godods l ove and forgi
Jesus. So, if there was a real Santa Claus who appears

to have died confessing Jesus and, f so, is in heaven



today, why do we object t 0 having figures of Santa Claus
in the church or on our church Christmas tree? The
answer should be obvious. It is for the same reaso n that
we do not put other saint figures on our Christmas tree.
It would take away from the glory that belongs only to
Christ. Today, the Jesus that Bishop Nicholas preached
has been stripped from Christmas. Santa Claus has
become the symbol that stores use to stoke greed and
material i sm. The main goal
money the season can produce.
Another problem with Santa Claus, especially for
Lutherans, is the Roman theology of sainthood and their
theology of the cross. In the Roman church a saint
(someone in heaven) is there because of Jesus and
because of their good works. That is why the good works
of Saint Nicholas are emphasized so much. What is the
problem? Their emphasis on salvation for those who do
enough good violates Ephesians 2:8-9 ,
you saved through faith and that not of yourselves, it is a
gift of God, not of works, lest any man should boast. 0
A third problem with Santa Claus is that in mimics the
false theology that says you can talk to saints and that
they can give special physical blessings and protections to
those who deserve them. That is what people claim Santa
Clause doe Children are taught that Santa, like other
saints, can see what you do and can meet out
punishments or blessings depending on whether you are
naughty or nice. They are also taught they can write
letters or make requests to Santa for the things they
want. Of course the Bible rejects the notion that saints
can see you down here on earth or that they can hear
your petitions. God wants all prayers and petitions to be
given to Him and Him alone. Anything else is idolatry or
idol worship. Of course, even if the saints could hear you,
it would be impossible for them to reward you with
blessings or curses. Only God can do that.
So, does Santa Claus exist? The man, Pastor Nicholas
does. We assume he died in faith and is in heaven. The
Santa Claus that the world has turned Pastor Nicholas
into, does not exist and in many ways represents the
sinful love of money and material things as more
important then love for the true God. He has also been
turned into a huge
good for goodness saked saves you. Let us be careful
not to lie to our children and tell t hem that this factitious
Santa Clausexists. Tell them the truth. The guy whose lap
they sit on is a man dressed up in a costume. He has no
Godlike, all knowing qualities and will give you no gifts. He
is only there to amuse parents and children. Tell them
Sant ads mai mefigoa o5 gogdmes s
wrong. Tell them the real reason to be good is because
Jesus was good to them and loves them with an
everlasting love.

Pastor
DECEMBER NURSERY SCHEDULE
Dec 7 - Diana Ritter-Coco
Dec 14 - Diana Ritter-Coco
Dec 21 - Joyce Hendrickson
Dec 28 - Andrea Smith

FIRST CHRISTMAS IN ARIZONA

| thought at first my heart would break
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sake, 0

To be so far away

From those | loved so tenderly

On Christmas holiday.

To see no snow or frosty morn

Or sing with family;

Or have them gather
Beneath our Christmas tree.

mor e.
Turned my sorrow into joy

When once again | heard

How Jesus came, a baby boy;

And in a lowly manger laid
On that first Christmas night
Whil e angel s
Amidst a glorious light!

sang of

g r Hispremisae of a Savior

Was fulfilled to you and me;

That He would die upon a cross
From sin to set us free.

The carols we were singing
Made my spirit want to shout!

| remembered once again

What Christmas really was about!

And as we left the church
Beneath the shining stars above;
| felt our hearts united

In the bond of Christian love.

No longer did | feel

That we were very far apart;

For Jesus came that quiet night
To satisfy my heart!

By Delores E. Staats 1987
Mother of Barbara Strackbein

DECEMBER GREETERS

Dec 7 - Don & Darlene Chaddock

Dec 14 - Joe & Kim Glass

Dec 21 - Marlon & Karen Henry

that,

DECEMBER CLEANING LIST
Dec 671 J& K Glass and J& A Glass
Dec 137 J& L Postand A& J Quam
Dec 207 B & F Shoumaker and C Littlejohn
Dec 27 - G Bradshaw & D Korff
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